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Cover: Anderston Cross ¢1900
The photograph featured on the cover represents one of the views most commonly associated with
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The Mansion House of Stobcross
The tranquil scene above is representative of how the locality of Stobcross looked around the 1760s.
The pages that follow tell of the development and of the changes that affected the area over the centuries

The Armadillo and Moat House Hotel (March 2006)
A present day view of the site where the Mansion House of Stobcross once stood
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Foreword

When | first contemplated writing a history of Anderston, during the18&9s, | was motivated to
complete the undertaking when | heard comments suchWémat is there in Anderston to write about?
Not muc h h a plpwas e@aitly in hesporse t0 such denouncements that | wrote my first
historical account of the area, which | entitl&imply Anderston'As | began gathering and collating
material for'Simply Anderstorl' was conscious that this would be the first complete history of Anderston
ever written and this realisation imbued me with a real sense of mission. My original manuscript was
heavily edited to make publication costs viable and one of my longstanding ambitions was to improve the
original account and complete the job | originally set out telaence the present book and the new title
6Anderston Then & Nowo.

To the casual observer or pasbgr a community is largely about the visual impact of buildings and the

general ambience of an area. However, to the resident the community is about the reality and challenges

of daily life and of their hopes and dreams. An exile returning to Anderston today would be hard pressed

to find many recognisable landmarks. Gone are the familiar tenements and factories-tizdegrbe

1960s; in their place stand prestigious hotels, commercial properties and areas of new housing. Yet, amid

the generally unimpressive blocks of housing stock erected during the7@86fbme architecture of

'Old Anderston' still survives includingd6 The Saving's Bankd at Shaftsbury
Argyle Street; St Patrick's R.C. Church in North Street, and Washington Street School.

It is approaching three hundred years since the village of Anderston was originally proposed and the first
cottages were erected, in 1725. By the -miiteteenth century the village had emerged from a small
weaving and farming community into a highly industrialised part of Glasgow. In many respects,
Anderston was the cradle of industrial enterprise and innovation during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. However, as with any area, the real story of Anderston is about its people, both past and
present; distinguished celebrities associated with the area down through the years include: James Watt,
David and Robert Napier, William Quarrier, Thomas Lipton, Duncan Macrae, Roddy McMillan and Tony
Roper, to name but a few.

| have primarily confined the story within the bounds of the area most commonly referred to as
Anderston, a district of about one square mile. Forming the western boundary is the SECC, then north to
St. Vincent Crescent and Corunna Street, east along Argyle Street and Saint Vincent Street, Bothwell
Street then down Pitt Street, along Holm Street to the eastern boundary marked by the Central Station.
The River Clyde to the south is the natural barrier enclosing the entire geographical area

| again gratefully acknowledge the assistance and encouragement of the many people who helped with the
original publication'Simply Anderstortheir assistance is still greatly appreciated and it is to them and
everyone with an interest in Anderston, and Glasgow, that | dedicata d er st on Then & Nowbd.

John N. Cooper

Neilston, G78 3JY

Fully Revised Special Edition
May2007

Arms of the
Burgh of Anderston
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The oldest surviving property in Anderston today
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Stobcross House (1870)
(Courtesy of Glasgow University Special Collections)

Argyle Street at Finnieston looking east (c1900) St. Vincent Street looking east (2004)
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PART ONE

EARLY TIMES

Our journey back through the ages begins in the early 1700s, and if we were to set out from where the

present Central Station is now situated, in its place we would find the small village of Grahamston.
Continuing our journey westward along Argyle Street or, at that time, the 'Highway to Dumbarton' (later

to be AmderstendVa&@) on our | eft would be Smithfield (wh
York Street), followed by Brownfield (lying between Brown Street and McAlpine Street). At this time

those areas were more or less as their designation implies, simply, large fields. To our right, on the north

side of the main highway, stretched the Lands of Blythswood, part of a large private estate.

In ancient times the entire area, now referred to as Anderston, was covered by thick woodland known as

the Bishop6s Forest. AAphiart én50f Odemesds |t hatatede
grantedtawi I | i am Turnbul |, Lord of Provan, Bi shopDuef Gl asgow
to its proximity to the Cathedral the forest became a favourite hunting place of the Bishops of Glasgow,

who came to came to hunt wild boar and deer. In the years after the Reformation much of the forest was

cleared and the area became known as the Great Western Common.

STOBCROSS

The earliest known reference to the area is to be found on a document dated 1136 from which we learn

that King David | gifted the Lands of Stobcross to the Cathedral of Glasgow. Over the following centuries
Stobcross is referred to a number of times in the Diocesan Registers. The Dutch cartdgeapBieau

features StobcrosvapdiGlydesda apdimbr shed hmnsl1654. The f a
depicted on the map suggests it must have been a place of relative importance.

ﬁ - TVmJ‘fﬁfiLfd ekle Gouan.
A section of Bleauds map of 1654 featurin

The Estate of Stobcross was more or less bordered on the north by the main highway to Dumbarton
(Argyle Street), whilst the western boundary extended to Pointhouse. The Blythswood Burn, located near
McAlpine Street, marked the eastern boundary; the burn still exists, although of course, it is built over.

Present day Anderston owes its name and origin to théirareowner of the Estate of Stobcross, James
Anderson of Dovehill (or Dowhill). The Anderson family appear to have been in possession of at least
part of Stobcross as early as the +sixteenth century. A document dating from 1547 referSdmes

Anderson as having settled in 'Furty's Ferm on the land of Stob Crose'. As well as the office of Lord

Provost of Glasgow, the Andersons occupied prominent positions in the Guilds of the City for well over
seventy years. At some point between the years 1630 and 1703 the Anderson family managed to acquire
the entire Estate of Stobcross, comprising sfatyr acres in total. Unfortunately, history provides no
particulars of how, or for what price, the Andersons gained possession of such a large portion of the Great
Western Common.

A document referring to Stobcross dated, January 1611, re¢oadss Anderson of Stobcorse hath

there a convenient house, sited upon ane eminence above the rivir, with suitable gardens, and avenue to

the water". The mansiorhouse of Stobcross survived until 1876 when construction work began on the
Queen's Dock. Just over a century later the dock was filled in to make way for the Scottish Exhibition and
Conference Centre (SECC), opened 1985.
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PAR'S O NHARGH
To the east of Stobcross Estate stood a twatve farmland known as Parson's Haugh, sometimes

erroneously referred to a&sP a r s o n,'os6 R@rndfi tnd. Beinglsituagpchid an area that once
formed part of the anci endtP aBissond ispeshbpfuagribidable to, t he d
the property having been part of church lands prior to the Reformation.

A small hol di nQu kimeotwm® emrsthétdh ePaédr sonés Haugh in the w
(Holm Street) formed the northern extent, whilst the Grahamston Burn, just beyond Wellington Street,
marked the eastern bordér.T h e  Hvasubgundid on the south by the Clyde.

Parsonds Haugh is referred "gaouary 1691 awhichaecardimm t docume
James VI gave to John Andrew, Clerk to the Secret Counci
and other lands near Glasgow’.J ohn Andr ewés br ot her , Al exander , i nhe
five years later, he sold the land to Thomas Brown. The Brown family retained one third of the property,
selling the remaining eight acres to James Robeson
Haugh to Janet Hoggisyard, his granddaughter, who inherited the property in 1655.
Janet Hoggisyardés inheritance was divided into two
Western Parson's Haugh. The western portion was subdivided between Janet Hoggisyard, her husband
James Lawson, and Patrick Bell a wealthy Glasgow me
Haugh was sold, in 1709, to John Leckie of Mye. The eastern section was sold to John Wilson, a lawyer,
wh o, in 1671, di sposed of his portion of Parsonos
mer chant . Two years | aterH8oghé tonahedl|l hcerporatioi
condition that it would be used for charitable purposes.

;'ar[ik Auld Park of Partik 00 ’/.': ‘.“ ::r,;:r\(}

... o \ P——

.’ Nethernewton © OQ Mclall .“\\ Cowcaldanes -

Ardhbald Lyons
Mall

e v
" Clayslaps ‘\.‘

Ne
- _Park ot
S

OvprnewlR

c»nynghuu..

A map showing Parsonbs Haugh and surroundin
(Parsonds Haugh was the area situated betw
present Central Station and the Kingston Bridge now stand.)

ANDERSTON VILLAGE

Parson's Haugh stood on the western fringe obtlieu s h e t Althoagh of &rench origin, the word

'‘Gusheti n Scots refers to a O6Y6 Juncti on, which accur
between the main highway to Dumbarton and the fmatk leading to the mansidrouse of Stobcross.

The Gushet Farm was situated on land that was marshy and unsuitable for farming, so, James Anderson,
owner of Stobcross, decided to cut his losses and develop the unprofitable farmland into a village. He

erected a number of cottages along either side of the main highway in 1725 and named the new settlement

after himself- Anderson Toun, or Anderstoun. In later years the road on which the cottages werd laid

became known as Main Street, eventually becoming Argyle Street.



11

Whilst construction of Anderstou
village did not begin until 1725, th
first private dwelling to be built in the
locality was in fact erected in 1721 t
John Stobo, a linen and woolle
draper. Stobo's house survived ur
1892 when it was demolished to ma
way for tenement buildings erected
the corner of Argyle Street and Nor
Street.

Although James Anderson conceiv
the original village he appears to ha
carried out little development worl
When the Estate of Stobcross was s
to a wealthy Glasgow merchant, Jo
Orr of Barrowfield, in 1735, the
village comprised of a short row
one and twestorey cottages lining
either side of the main highwa Sketch of John S

(Argyle Street) close to wheré T t The first dwelling built in Anderston, 172:
But t(€2 Argyle St.) now stands.

John Orr erected a number of cottages and later began H&ffiifend for industry, which eventually
resulted in the growth of the village. Surrounded by cultivated fields and grasslands gently sloping south
to the river, the village and its surroundings must have formed a pleasant place of residence. Many of the
early inhabitants were weavers who earned a living by cargingontract work from their own homes

they quite literally operated a cottage industry. The population of the village, as a rule, were respectable
and financially secure; most were persons of religious principle and character.

During the early 1700s Scottish cloth was considered to be of inferior quality; the homespun yarn was
coarse and uneven, and this was reflected in the quality and texture of the finished product. In 1738 a

number of the village residents formed themsel ves i
Weaversd Societybéo. As wel |l as introducing quality
devised a welfare support scheme for their members. Being the only organised group within the village,

the Weaversd Society adopted a proactive role in pi
environs.

THOROUGHFARES

There were two principal routes into Anderston from the no@o o d s i d somé&imes cefierred to

as6 T he L a riNprthBwoeatdadcountry track that stretched northwards to Woodside, and a second

nearby track that later became Bishop Street. It is thought that Bishop Street was so hamed because it ran

t hrough |l ands that once belonged to the church, he
Haugh. Bishop Street was also thought to be part of a route the Bishops of Glasgow followed when
journeying from Glasgow Cathedral to their summer retreat at Partick Castle, a fortified house, which

stood on the east bank of the River Kelvin, near the Clyde.

The main road running through Anderstoun was the highway connecting Glasgow and Dumbarton a route

that ran in an eastest direction. At the Gushet Farm a fammack brancheaff from the main highway

and led directly to the mansidrouse of Stobcross; in time this junction would form Anderston Cross.

The nStabaoséd al most certainly d(Btobi Cvossppossillycamvayside wooden
shrine, erected in pfReformation times near the spot where a-tpg to the Clyde (now Finnieston

Street) branchedff from the main highway.

At the beginning of the 1700s the brasrdad leading to the mansion of Stobcross was very much a
country road bounded on either side by hedges and trees, beyond which lay vast acres of fields. A few
small farms were dotted at intervals along the road and on reaching the end of a ladgitned avenue

the lodge gates of the Estate would come into view. A short walk along a path shaded by trees eventually
brought the traveller to Stobcross House. In later years this route would be transformed into Stobcross
Street, the course of which now forms part of the Clydeside Expressway.
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FINNIESTON

John Orr purchased the Estate of Stobcross from James Anderson in 1735 angesateéter (1751),
ownership of the Estate passed to John Orr's nephew, Matthew Orr. The new owner set aside twenty acres
of land to the west of Anderston on which he established a new village. Orr divided the land iatwéhalf
lots6f or house st e addsnameddhe pew sedlenseBti' n ni e Gas a tiibate 1 'the
Reverend John Finnie who was tutor and chaplain to the Orr family.

Plots of land for building in the new village, situated on the west side of what became Finnieston Street,

were feueebff on condition"that no idle or person's of bad fame shall be allowed to possess any of the
houses so to be built". Wi t h such rigorous provisions being i mpos:
became a much sougéfter location by the wealthier classes desirous to escape from the pressures of city

life where, just a short walk away, they could relax and enjoy a spot of fishing in the crystal clear waters

of the Clyde. Among the first properties erected in the new village was Finnieston House, which stood to

the southwest of what became Stobcross Street (now the Clydeside Expressway). Set among poplar and

beech trees, Finnieston House was describeddas bett er c | as s Omefoftedimtnt ry dwe
people to feu land at Finnieston was John Smith who started the first circulating library in the Glasgow

area; he was founder of the firm of John Smith & Co., one of the earliest and most reputable commercial
booksellers in Scotland, established in 1751.

BROOMIELAW
Late nineteenth century photographs capture the Broomielaw as a busy berth for Clyde Paddle Steamers
preparing toDmarket h dosvivert thisavgsindt always the case.

Bronze Age axe heads found in York Street during eighteenth century excavation work is evidence of
early settlers, or hunters, hBar voi ong el d¢hendesCriptiori tt e ar e a
suggests that the area was an open field or farmland. Numerous references, dating from the sixteenth
century, refer to the sale and disposal of parcels of land at Broomielaw, and in 1609 mention is made of

the Broomielaw as a pier and port suitable for flat bottom boats.-thife years later, in 1662, the

Broomi el aw ia Idietstclrée bewayasf dir moir commodious | ai de

John Goldborne surveyed the Clyde in 1768 and submitted proposals to make the river more navigable

for large vessels. The following year James Watt and James Barrie produced an action plan based on

Gol dbornebés suggestions and, in 1770, an Act of Par
the Broomielaw. The tobacco trade coupled to the growth of later industries led to further efforts to

deepen and widen the river and create a proper harbour.

JACOBITES

The Jacobite Rising of 1745 found little support in the staunchly Presbyterian lowlands and this was

further demonstrated when Glasgow raised two Battalions of Volunteers in support of the Hanoverian

Government. Unfortunately, at the time they were most needed, the Glasgow Volunteers had been
despatched to protect Edinburgh. And so, on Christmas Day, 1745, the advance party of the retreating
bedraggled Jacobite army entered Glasgow unopposed, to be joined by the main force the following day.
The Jacobites remained encamped in the city ufitleBiuary 1746.

Finding little sympathy or support in Glasgow, resentment began running high among a section of the
Jacobhites who became intent on burning the city and putting the citizens to the sword. The city and

citizens were spared this fate thanks to the intervention of the Chief of Clan Camér@a mer on o f
Lochiel d. He threatened to withdraw his men from t
Glasgow was spared. In recognition of Lochiel's intervention and as a token of their gratitude, the City

Fathers decreed that the bells of the city should be rung in hontBemtfe Lochieland that the same

tribute should be paid to his successors; a tradition that is still honoured to this day. However, Glasgow

did not escape scétee, the city council was required to pay a ransom of money to the Jacobites and

provide them with food, weapons, clothing and shoes.

There is no conclusive evidence of any Jacobite soldiers having entered Anderston or Stobcross; however,
it seems highly unlikely that any settlements in such close proximity to Glasgow would have escaped the
interests of scavenging Jacobite soldiers.

According to church records, during the early autumn of 1748, a plague of locusts caused a great deal of
anxiety among the villagers of Anderston. It was feared that were the locusts to increase in number, they
would devour the crops. Fortunately the locusts died out before they could inflict any serious damage.
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Delftfield Pottery

Four Gl asgow merchants entered into a business par
Potteryo, a company s p e c-glazkd earthangarei The partners ofrtleerfitnf act ur e
were Robert Finlay, Patrick Nesbit, and two brothers, Laurence and Robert Dinwiddie. Laurence, who

was Provost of Glasgow, had negotiated terms with the Jacobites when they invaded the city in 1746. His

brother, Robert, was governor of Virginia from 17b257. The memory of a oftgne partner in the firm,

James Wat tc,onafengetr @arhame, is perpetuated in the na
Delftfield Pottery once stood.

The I ncorporation of Tailors, who had been gifted t

in 1673, purchased the western portion ofdhid a ufgr dohn Leckie of Mye, in 1728, and thirty years

later, in 1758, they began sellhogf f pl ots of Western Parsonés Hawugh

purposes. The first plots of I[Tagd oo dascortbugtionbfvas s o me
Tail ords Land) were purchased by John Logan, a we
foll owing year Henry Monteithés son, James, purcha:
business as a weaver and went on to become an extremely influential figure within the community.

Among the other early inhabitants who set up hom& dnha y | o r Wese watehmakeys, wrights, a

roofer, and an innkeeper. The early dwellings were not all simple cottages; one of the settlers, Thomas

Napier, a watchmaker, erected a large mankmrse on the northernmost portion of Bishop Street.

The commercial advantage of locating in Anderston was becoming obvious and, before long, great
interest was shown in acquiring property in the area. Parcels of land on the southern edge of Stobcross
Street, stretching down towards the Clyde, were divided into long strips anrdffe@orge Mcllwham,

a bleacher, bought one of the plots on which he erected Hydepark Mansion. In due course other sites
bearing distinctly 'London’ designations began appearing featuring such titles as, Whitehall, Piccadilly
and Cheapside. Within a few decades, thanks to its proximity to the Clyde, this particular area became the
focus for heavy industry.

The Anderston Club

Established in 1750, 6The Anderston Clubdéd convened
Lane. Dr. Robert Simson (168768) Professor of Mathematics at the University and who had family
associations with Anderston founded the <cl ub. | ncl
eminent individuals of the eraDr. Moore, Professor of Greek, Dr. Cullen and Mr. Hamilton of Medical

Science, Professor Ross of Roman Literature, Robert and Andrew Foulis the printers and, perhaps the

most celebrated of all, Adam Smith, who went on to become a nemtilvned economist.

The Anderston Club convened each Saturday afternool
'‘Glasgow Punchivas especially preparedhe concoction consisted of citrus fruits mixed with rum. No

doubt club meetings included many interesting topics of discussion, however, whatever the subject, or

level of debate, Dr. Simson never hesitated in interrupting the meeting and bringing proceedings to a

close, thus ensuring that everyone would reach their homes in time for supper and evening-vaorship

practise common in most homes of that time. It was perhaps also necessary to conclude business early in

those days for practical reasons, particularly when street lighting and proper pavements did not exist. The
Anderston Club ceased to meet soon after Dr. Si mson

The Ship Bank

Established as a private firm, in 1751, 6The Ship |
following year, at the age of fourteen, Robert (Robin) Carrick entered the business as a clerk, and by the

age of twentytwo he had risen to be cashier. Carrick, in partnership with Brown and McAlpine, decided

to enter the private banking business in 176@ &r o wn , C a r.1Six gekrs latar the partner®

purchased about ten acres of Broomielaw Croft, on the south side of Anderston Walk, and turned their
acquisition into cottofbleaching fields. The area where the bleachfields once stood bear the names of the

firm's partners Brown St., Carrick St. and McAlpine St. In time this property formed part of the hamlet

of 6Brownfiel do.

Carrick became a full partner in 6The Ship Bankd i
1821. Described as@@s hor t |, dumpy,, Robiom Carrcksveas soveeknowa lfigure i the
city; he was an astute businessman who successfull

1793 - the year a number of banks failed and were forced to close their doors. John Brown was Lord
Provost of Glasgow (17524), while McAlpine played an important role in forming a society for the
encouragement of trade under the title '©fiamber of Commerce and Manufacture of the City of
Glasgow'. The society became known as the 'Chamber of Commerce' and was granted a Charter of Royal
Approval by King George 11l in 1783.
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AN ACT DEFINING ANDERSTON

There is evidence to suggest that some of the resid
excluded from the adjacent Anderston community. In an effort to address the concern, at a meeting of the
Anderston Weaversdé Society, held during May 1760,

clarified. The following is an extract from the minute of the meeting as it was recorded:

15t August 1760

The oversman Master and other members of the Societe having made an act at
their Quarterly meeting in May last anent what is reckoned to be Anderstoun, They,
to prevent reflexions, Did refer the same to the General meeting this day to give their
voice thereanent, which act being this day read and the question stated Insert or not
Insert, it carried unanimously nemine Contradicente Insert, And Accordingly Appointed
a clerk to Insert it in this Book (Minute Book) as a Standing Act the tenor whereof is as
follows. At Anderstoun the second day of May One thousand seven hundred and sixty
years, The Oversman Masters and other Members of this Community being met and
Considering that there is an act Confining the Box belonging to this Community to the
Town of Anderstoun, By which act those who dwell in the houses built upon the Taylors
land think themselves in a manner prejudged from being reckoned inhabitants of
Anderstoun, therefore, to cut off all dispute for the time to come concerning what is to
be reckoned the Town of Anderstoun, They have Enacted and hereby Do Enact, That all
built and that shall be built contiguous to said Town, either Eastward or Westward in form
of one continued Village shall be reckoned and acknowledged by this Community the
Town of Anderstoun; Ay and while it Extend or join to any other Village heretofore built.
And that all persons dwelling within the Bound thereof and Entered with this Community
shall be Entituled to all Claims and privileges belonging to this Community as dwellers
in Anderstoun.

(sigd) Jo. Maltman Clk.

Copy of a section of James Barryb6s map of GI as
The heavy lines to the top left of the map are indication of buildings on either side of Main Street and Bishop Street.
The hollow square on the bottom left shows the location of the Anderston Brewery, founded in 1762.
The numbers 207, 208, 209 and 210 indicate the positions of the Royalty Stones.

ROYALTY STONES

Prior to the 1960s redevelopment programme two weatherworn boundary markers rested almost opposite
each other, one at 492 and the other at 453 Argyle Street. Thought by many to be milestones, the
boundary marker s, sometimes referred to as ORoyalty
city limits. Originally, there were 210 Royalty Stones spread throughout the city, each with a number
engraved upon it. The first stone was situated at Glasgow Green and the last, number 210, was placed at
the Broomielaw. There were four Royalty Stones placed in the area now defined as Anderston; Stone No.
207 was on Anderston Walk, opposite Delftfield Lane (James Watt Street); Stone number 208 stood at
492 Argyle Street, while stone number 209 was located almost opposite at 453 Argyle Street (between
McAlpine and Carrick Street). The stone numbered 210 was situated at the Broomielaw, near the foot of
what eventually became McAlpine Street.
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THE ANDERSTON BREWERY

In 1762 the brewing of beer and ale was added to the alreadyestegdtilished and flourishing cotton
industry in Anderston. An enterprise operated by the dual partnership of Murdoch and Warroch (or
War wi c k) , known as 6The Anderston Breweryo, wa s
that porter brewed in the Glasgow area at this time was of inferior quality. The brew was coarse to taste,
containing a strong infusion of brown liquorice, or 'sugarallie’, rendering the product saccharine in flavour
and muddy in appearance. The consequence being that Glasgow ale and beer, beirrgtefdiratity,

was a muctpreferred drink to that of porter.

Keenly aware that a market existed for quality porter the proprietors of the Anderston Brewery engaged a
Mr. Chivers of London and brought him to Glasgow to share his knowledge and expertise of brewing
porter. A contract was drawn up between the partners and Chivers, legally binding the Londoner not to
reveal the secrets of brewing quality porter to
due to an oversight in the contract, the owners of the Anderston Brewery omitted to bind Chivers from
setting up business on his own account. Thus Chivers, considering himself at liberty to produce and
market his own porter, entered into partnership with a rival brewery located in Bridgeton. In an effort to
hal't the Londoneré6és alleged breach of contract,

a

Anderston Brewerds petition was successful the comp

and skill to produce fine porter. Despite this setback, the success of the Anderston Brewery was assured.
By the early 1790s the Brewery was responsible for nearly 10% of the total excise duty paid in Scotland.
Poor harvests in 1799 and 1801 saw a sharp increase in the price of grain; in an effort to preserve grain
for food a ban was imposed on its use for brewing purposes. This action had a negative impact on the
Anderston Brewery and by 1803 the company had been forced out of business.

Warroch St. perpetuate
the name of one of th
partners of the Andersto
Brewery who is listed in
the Glasgow Directory o

1787 as 6Jalle =

3é«<y\. . -
6The Dai | y = eI
opened a newspaper pla Rl =
on the site of the Brewery _« w B 3!
in 1971, which they FSEEER =
occupied until productior - - - ‘ -

was moved to Cardonal
during the 1990s. A nev - ronae. -,
office and commercia (Courtesy of Glasgow University Special Collectior

development now occup
the site. The Anderston Brewery
ANDERSTON WALK

During the early eighteenth century Anderston Walk (Argyle Street) was little more than a rough country
track lined on either side by trees and hedgerows. Writing in 1769 the Glasgow historian, Andrew Aird,

records thath Ander st on Wal k was a badly maThis padigulare d pat h

thoroughfare featured in Sir Walter Scott's noMeldrt of Midlothiariwhere he refers to Madge Wildfire,
or Feckless Fannie, as having met her death here. The novel reads in part:

" She proceeded to Glasgow, and while passing through that city a crowd of idle
boys, attracted by her singular appearance, together with so many sheep obeying
her command, began to torment her with pranks, till she became so irritated that
she pelted them with bricks and stones, which they returned in such a manner,
that she was actually stoned to death between Glasgow and Anderstoun”.

The Late 1700s
As the community grew so did the need for spiritual welfare, accordingly, in 1770, the first church in
Anderston was established. A number of years later, in 1776, Patrick Colquhoun established a Glass

Wor ks at Finnieston, which he called 6The -Verrevi | |

glass products, the company in later years successfully branahéato the production of highuality
china. The arrival of the glassworks provided a welcome diversification to the weavingna&jey,
pottery and brewing industries that were already established within the locality.
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In the years following the establishment of the first church, the city and village began stretching steadily
toward each other. The fact that Anderston still managed to maintain a rural ambience is confirmed when,
in 1785, a Day of Harvest Thanksgiving was appointed, however the Session of Anderston Relief Church
are on record as noting that a great proportion of the congregation could not possibly be expected to
observe such a day in the midst of gathering in the harvest. Even as late as 1790, what eventually became
Argyle Street, was still a narrow country road lined by trees, hedges;sheseand market gardens.

Beware of the Cow!

The pastoral environment of the area is further confirmed by an item published in The Glasgow Courier

of 8" October 1795 which report§, A mi schi evous cow is now pasturing on ¢ttF
opposite the Anderston Brewery. On Sunday evening last, it attacked and nearly gored a lady who was

walking along the riverside; and a servant maid, with a child in her arms, has been since also very much

hurt o.

i u-/;mh\r 7

Stobcross House immediately prior to its removal in 1876

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

France declared war on Britain in 1793 and so real was the threat and fear of French invasion, that
throughout the country regiments of local militia were raised for defence. The men of Anderston rallied to

the Colours and in 1803 the O0Anderston Volunteer si
proprietor of the Verreville Glass Works, were born.

At the dawning of the nineteenth century the majority of Anderston families were still wholly dependent
on the fluctuating fortunes of the cotton and textile industry, however, another important diversification
from the traditional light industries was introduced in 1818 when John Barclay established a shipyard on
the Clyde at Finnieston, close to the site currently occupied by the SECC. Within a few years iron
foundries and heavy engineering works were also offering employment opportunities and security away
from the unpredictable textile business. The pleasant rural weaving community of the early 1800s was
gradually, but surely, being transformed into an industrial town.

During the early part of the nineteenth century the Clyde at Anderston was still easily fordable at low tide.
The Broomielaw had the only dock on the river until a quay was built at Anderston, in 1814, followed by
quays at Hydepark in 1840, and Lancefield four years later. Quays were also established at Finnieston in
1848 and at Stobcross during the 1860s.

CRANSTONHILL

The Estate of Stobcross included the Lands of Cranstonhill, an area bounded by Main Street, Stobcross
Street and Finnieston Street. Toward the latter part of the eighteenth century Cranstonhill was feued to
William Baird, who later disposed of the property to Walter Logan and Richard Gillespie. At the
beginning of the 1800s most of Cranstonhill was sold to Henry Houldsworth, a prominent merchant, who
would one day hold office as Provost of Anderston.

Situated near the highest geographical point in the locality, the small Estate of Cranstonhill comprised of
a mansiorhouse complete with gardens and orchards. The serenity of the location, overlooking the whole
of Stobcross, changed in May 1808 with the inauguration of 'The Cranstonhill Waterworks'. Two large
reservoirs were constructed on the crest of the hill, above the mdmsisa, into which water was
pumped directly from the Clyde. The water was then distributed via a network of underground pipes to
wells strategically located throughout the community. Despite the intrusion of the waterworks, a small
Zoological Garden was established on the estate during the early 1840s.
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When Cranstonhill Estate was sold to developers, in 1857, the mdmisa was demolished, the
reservoirs were filledn and work was begun on erecting tenement properties and factories.

According to some historians Cranstonhill was, at one time, c8ltednover Hill. The theory offered is

that undesirables who were banished from Glasgow would be escorted from the city by the Town
Drummer, beating out th&Rogue's Marchalong the way. Upon reaching Cranstonhill, the officials
would see the miscreant safely beyond the city limits. This explanation seems highly improbable. It is
more likely that any reprobate would be removed via the Gallowgate; what better impression to leave on
an undesirable than a view of the gallows? As Anderston was well beyond the city limits, a more likely
explanation ofDrumover Hill might derive from the GaelicDruim Odhat meaning 'grey hill' or 'ridge".

No mention of Cranstonhill would be complete without referencdP¢éalén the ProphetAlexander

Peden was a Covenanter, who foretold that Cranstonhill would one day be the centre of Glasgow. It is
interesting to consider that at the time Peden lived, the surrounding area was still rural countryside and
Anderston did not yet exist. A tenement property was erected in 1856 on the corner of Argyle Street and
El derslie Street PBREN i QRGBS &6f @edennasiarning thet corisare of dhe
building, was placed in a pediment above thesimpey window.

THE FIRST HUNDRED Y EARS 17261820

At the beginning of the eighteenth century the area around Stobcross comprised mainly-afeside
pleasant countryside. Other than a number of small farms dotted around the locality, the most prominent
building was the mansion of Stobcross, dating from the I6i@0Ds. As more and more land was feued

and houses were built, the environment gradually, but inevitably changed. At first weaving was the staple
industry, followed by pottery then glass and rope manufacturer. By the latter half of the eighteenth
century Anderston had become one of Glasgow's most important suburbs, but the cost of progress exacted
a heavy toll on the community. The village of the early 1700s, situated in the open country to the west of
Parson's Haugh, had by the turn of the nineteenth century been transformed into an industrial town.

By the end of the eighteenth century the population of Anderston was around 4,000 souls; the inhabitants

were predominantly Scots, who spoke broad Scots. The villagers were mainly honesbikirg

people who observed and held the Sabbath in reverence. However, change was on the horizon. The
minister of the Barony Parish, Rev. John Burns, writing in 1794 rectrls, general character of the

people, as yet, is that of sobriety and industry, though, from the great increase of wealth, and the number

of publichouses for retailing spirituous liquors, the intemperance, with its long term of evils, is becoming

more prevalent than formerly among the | abouring pe

Between the years 178800 a number of crop failures brought famine to the area and local churches
responded by providing support to help the poor and needy. The average person worked -d@aventy
week. Wages were low, as was the cost of living. Dwellings had no running water, where toilets did exist
families from the surrounding dwellings shared the facility. There were few public amusements, mainly
because people had neither the time nor the money to spend. Even though books were expensive and
schooling was limited, the average weaver was educated and well informed. A number of schools were
established in Anderston during the early 1800s, but the ventures failed due to lack of finance. In the
years that followed local churches established schools throughout the district. Prior to the 1840s less than
fifty percent of children in the area attended school. Children enrolled at five years of age and continued
until the age of ten or eleven; on leaving school, many juveniles went to work in factories, only a few
were fortunate enough to secure a trade apprenticeship.

At the beginning of the 1800s an unknown composer penned the BENadBleacher Lassie o'
Kelvinhaugh'The o6l assi ed featured in this song of unrequ
Cochrane, in Bishop Street. Those with an interest might still be able to find a version of the song as
performed by Robin Hall & Jimmy MacGregor onarecording @l asgow Street Songs®o

THE 182G;and BEYOND

The introduction of stearpower led to huge cotton mills being erected; and to cotton spinning was added

that of wool and silk. A highly skilled workforce encouraged engineers to set up engine and boiler
manufacturing in Anderston and before long large tracts of land lying between Stobcross Street and the

Clyde were given over for the development of heavy engineering. As production and exports increased so

too did the population. Gone forever was the pleasant rural village, Anderston was now a thriving

industrial town; the town became a Burgh on th& 2dne 1824. To provide some relief from the
monotony of work an Annual Fair was established, w
Cross' (the junction of Stobcross and Argyle Street).
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The crops failure of 1825 resulted in a number of cetqni nners f orming O6The Fr
Association', whose purpose was to provide the villagers of Anderston with bread at cost price. The
association operated their first bakeuse in Bishop Street; business continued for over seventy years, at

different premises, until the company was finally assimilated into the once famous 'City Bakeries' chain.

'The Anderston Popular Institute for the Diffusion of Knowledge' was founded on 19September 1833.

Topics of conversation at the meetings included lectures on science, astronomy, history, geography and
mechanics. A committee comprising of a president,-piesident, secretary, treasurer and librarian ran

the affairs of the Institute. Annual membership entitled affiliates to borrow from the Institutes 2,000
volumes of books. The Institute are recorded as having met in the Burgh Halls in Warroch Street in 1843;
where they originally convened is not known.

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS

The first Zoological Garden in the vicinity of Glasgow was opened on the Estate of Cranstonhill during

April 1840. The Zoological Gardens occupied the land lying between Main Street (Argyle St.) and
Finnieston St. down to the line of what became Cranston Stagearea that occupied about one fifth of

the entire Estate. The grounds were laid out with paths and decorated with lanterns suspended from trees.

The Gardens were open to the public each evening at 7pm, at an entry cost of one shilling each.
Throughout the summer and autumn of 1840 a 6Grand
scalemodel of the City and Bay of Naples with Vesuvius in full eruption. At the end of each evening the

entire exhibition was toppedlf f wi t h a &é6Grand Fireworks Displayé t
Military Band. The Glasgow Herald of 23uly 1840 reports that on exhibition nights the grounds were

visited by up to 4,000 people, while outside, the crowd of onlookers was reported to be in excess of
40,000. A variety of attractions, including that of a-amtballoon, were added to maintain interest in the

exhibition. Toward the end of September the Gardens were open between noon and 3pm.

Apart from a number of Alpacas sheep (close relatives of South American llamas), a golden eagle, a pig

tailed ape and an Indian goat, there is very little information on the number, or species, of other animals

on exhibition. It is possible the animals may have been part of a private menagerie owned by the
Houldsworth family. How long the exhibition continued and what became of the animals is unclear but,

as an attraction, the Zoological Garden and Exhibition of the 1840s, although smaller in scale, appears to
have enjoyed a | evel of success comparable to that
and fortyeight years later.

John Houldsworth, who had been the last Provost of Anderston, sold Cranstonhill Estate to property
developers in 1857. The reservoirs were filledand, before long, tenements and factories were
occupying the site.

IMMIGRATION andHOUSING PROBLEMS

As late as the 1840s the textile industry was still the largest single employer in Anderston, this was also

the period when huge numbers of Irish and Highland immigrants began flooding into Glasgow. By the
mid1840s thousands of Il rish settlers were convergin
immigration problem.

The Irish were forced to leave their native land due to a combination of famine and politics. Few of the
migrants brought more than the clothes they stood in. There was a great deal of hostility toward the
settlers mainly caused by their fellow countrymen who brought with them their bigotry @rdoege

and Green'Immigrants from Ulster were likely to share Presbyterian views and were accordingly more
welcome than their counterparts from Southern Ireland, who were viewed with suspicion. By -the mid
1840s the population of Anderston had increased to twelve thousand, a quarter of whom, were of Irish
descent. At the time of writing, the opinions and resentment expressed by some people today towards
moderate asylum seekers and immigrants, will perhaps give an idea of the misgivings and suspicion with
which our ancestors viewed the Irishkdamers. It seems nothing changes!

In an effort to house the burgeoning population, the former mansions of Stobcross, Hydepark and
Wellfield were converted and pressed into service to help alleviate the critical housing shortage. Before
long, the once fine mansidmuses had deteriorated into such a state of disrepair they eventually fell
victim to the demolition squads. The effects of living in confined space and in unsanitary conditions
helped propagate the Typhus and Cholera epidemics that raged between the ye&8s P85érty and

poor housing conditions were also breeding grounds for illness and crime. The Housing Standards Bill of
1866 forced local authorities to address the atrocious housing conditions. The net result of this Bill was
that virtually all the houses of the old village were cleared and work began on erecting many of the
tenements that were familiar to those of us who witnessed the demolition programme of th88®60
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THE CHANGING FACE of INDUSTRY

By the mid1800s it was still possible to earn a modest living from handloom weaving, but in the
mechanised weavingnills foreign imports and fierce competition led to a downturn in business, resulting
in falling wages and a reduction in the workforce. In an effort to reduce costs the introduction of cheap
Irish labour fanned the flames of unrest among thewalkers, leading to strikes, riots and even murder.

Whilst the traditional textile industry was languishing other manufacturing was faring better. Nearly

every type of commodity required was being manufactured in Anderston; it was possible to purchase
everything from a sewing machine (Kimbal/l & Morton,
Forge). Other businesses included rameks, locomotive manufacture, marieagine and boiler works,

clothing manufacture and flour mills. There were a number of-wanr k s , including O0The
Foundrydé and O6MacFarl aneds Saracen Foundryd in Wast
to the Possil area of Glasgow in 1872 taking the n,
promise of secure employment, for many, was shatl - jobs were lost when successful local

businesses, unable to expand, were forced to leave the area in search of larger premises.

STREETS & FIRMS
A brief glimpse at some of the local businesses will help give some idea of the types of industry operating
in Anderston during the midi800s.

Stobcross St. The Rope Works of Robert & James Jarvie were located between Washington Street and
Clyde Street (Clydeferry Street). Ropes were spun in a long lane that ran from Stobcross Street down
towards the Clyde. In time the lane became known as Rope Walk. James Jarvie was Provost of Anderston
between 1839 and 1841.

Washington St.: Journeying down toward the Clyde, on the east side of the street, stood the Meal Mill of
Harvie & McGavin, founded in 1816 (a property that survived until the 1980s). Next to the Meal Mill
stood the Machine Works and the Vulcan Foundry of James & William Napier. On the opposite side of
the thoroughfare stood a large Cotton Mill, two Foundries and a Sugarhouse, and at the foot of the street
stood the Crown Flour Mills, opened in 1862. John Ure, owner of the Flour Mill, became Councillor for
Anderston in 1865 and was elected Lord Provost of Glasgow in 1880.

Clyde St. A river ferry was located at the foot of the street. On the left was a-yarddnext to which,

stood a large brewery. Situated on the opposite side of the street was a Chapel tiiecserunner of
Anderston & St. Peter's Church, and further up the
name Clyde Street was changed to Clydeferry Street.

Piccadilly St.: Two-storey dwellings lined both sides of this thoroughfare; midway down the street the
buriabkgr ound of St . Mar kés Church stretched bet ween Pi ¢

Warroch St.: The huge boiler and engineering works of Todd & McGregor occupied most of this street.

Bishop St.: Monteith's cotton mill occupied a great deal of this thoroughfare. Halfway up the street stood
a row of houses known aBeggars Rowteputed to have been the place the poor assembled in olden
times in order to beg alms from the bishops as they made their way from the Cathedral of Glasgow to
their summer retreat at Partick Castle.

CHARACTERS 1840s

Beggars and street entertainers appear to have been a constant feature throughout history. During the
1840s Anderston had its fair share of such pedpl®.l d M avasaluggle®who roamed the streets
offering entertainment for a coin. His repertoire of tricks included throwing a ball high into the air and
then catching it in a cup balanced on his forehead. Another trick was to pull yards of coloured ribbon,
enough to fill a top hat, from his mouth. Donald Moore, a former soldier in one of the Highland regiments
was a welknown worthy. He had lost one of his legs in battle and would proudly show a bullet wound in
the other. Donald was always good for a rousing tale of his military adventures. Sandy McKay was
another former soldier who would beg money on the strength of the story that he was the youngest
corporal to have fought at the Battle of Waterloo.

Around 1840, there was a small tavern on Main Street céllegl Five Alls' On the exterior of the
building hung a sign on which were painted five figures. At the top of the sign was the figure of a king
and the words;| Rule All". Depicted below the king were three more figures, a soldiéght for All', a
lawyer, 'l Plead for All'and a ministetl Pray for All'. Beneath this was the fifth figure, that of a poor
man, with the inscriptiori| Pay for All'.
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In 1848 the stables of é6The Menzies Omni bus Company
and North Street. Andrew Menzies was the proprietor of Glasgow's first successful public transport

system. His horsdrawn coaches became a familiar feature as thepfsdtom their terminus at

Anderston Cross. As well as providing a mode of transport, the coaches finished in brilliant Menzies

tartan, added mueheeded colour to the drab streets of Glasgow.

HEAVY ENGINEERING

6The Neilson Locomotive Worksé commenced operati on
company also operated a foundry in Finnieston. The firm eventually became the major part of the once

worldf amous 6North British Loco Worksé of Springburn.

The firm of 6James Aitken & Co. 6, situated on Crans
boilers. Great excitement was generated whenever an enormous boiler required to be transported down to
the Clyde. The load was placed on low bogies to which long ropes were secured before it was eased
slowly downhill by hundreds of workers until it reached the river safely. A historian of the time recalls

that the steamwh i st l es of OAitken'sd and nearby o6Chapl ain
Saint Mark's U.F. Church ensured that all the clocks in the surrounding area were kept at the correct time.

S

Electric lighting was first introduced during the 1870s and around this same period Thomas Lipton set out

in business, opening the first of his many shops, at 101 Stobcross Street. Numerous amusing stories are

told of Lipton's advertising promotions; older residents were able to recall 'Lipton's Orphans' and the men

with sandwich boards displaying a thin pig on one side of the board, with the catchiptiradan g oi ng t o
Liptohesother side of the boar dvedtesptoldptor'sithesbest at pi g
butcher in town!o

STOBCROSSDEVELOPMENT

David Watson, a merchant banker, purchased the Estate of Stobcross from Mathew Orr in 1776. Watson
suffered severe financial hardship as a consequence of the American Wars of Independence. Watson died
in 1783 and lies buried in the Ramshorn Kirk Yard (Ingram Street). The estate then passed to John
Phillips, another Glasgow merchant who, like his predecessor, also suffered severe financial loss due to
the effects of conflict, this time it was the Napoleonic Wars. Phillips, who died in 1829, also lies buried in
the Ramshorn Kirk. The northern portion of Stobcross was eventually sold for the development of
middle-class residential property; the Glasgow Herald"éfane 1851, reports:

AThe Stobcross | ands have now been | aid out with streets
sewers, which have no connection with any other property, at an expense to the proprietors of £7,000.

Since the operation of forming the lands was begun, a considerable portion of the ground was feued by a

company, and shaped into a beautiful crescent. Last year, buildings to the value of more than £30,000

were erected thereon, and it is expected that an addition to nearly the same amount will be made this year.

In the front of the crescent two acres, enclosed with a highly ornamental railing, have been laid out as

pleasure grounds for the tenants. The architectural style of the crescent is Italian; the heights of the

houses are three storeys, and they are let in flats, varying each from ten rooms and kitchen to five rooms

and kitchen, wi t h, of cour se, al | the modern i mprovement ¢

Fronting the devel opment, designed by Alexander Kir
Vincent Lochéo, which offered oppskatibgdaringtheavimterf or boat
months. The rents of the new dwellings were quoted as ranging frorE704@er annum. The

development was called Stobcross Crescent but, for some unaccountable reason, the designation was
changed to Saint Vincent Crescent. Fortunately most of this highly desirable development, which includes

property in Minerva Street, still exists intact.

QUEEN's Dock

A syndicate purchased the remainder of Stobc
Estate, in 1864, for the then princely sum
£58,246. Almost immediately one third of tl
land was sold to the Clyde Trust for a figL
slightly less than what the syndicate had paid
the entire estate. Not bad business!

The Mansion House of Stobcross ¢1870
(Courtesy of Glasgow University Special Collectidns
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Work began converting the greéiald site of Stobcross into a new dock, or more correctly, a tidal basin.
During construction work in 1876, the old manstmuse of Stobcross was demolished. Within two
years, the new dock, complete with 4@k was ready and, in September 1877, Queen's Dock was
officially opened.

One of the present day landmarks defining Stobcross is the now iconic Finnieston Crane, erected in 1931.

The crane, k BigBemh® |, o avaals| ywsaesd do | ift | ocal produce,
for export. Following the steady decline of shipping on the Clyde during the@®5@ueen's Dock was

considered to be no longer of value. The entire dock was-fillgdiring the 1970s, undoing the efforts of

the workers of one hundred years earlier. The Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre, built to
supersede the Kelvin Hall, now occupies most of the site. The granite tablet commemorating the opening

of Queends Dock in 1877 has been preserved and i s
entrance to the SECC.

SANDYFORD PLACE MURDER

On Friday 4 July 1862, twentyeight year old Jessie McLachlan decided to spend part of the evening
socialising and drinking in the company of her close friend Jess McPherson, a servant, who resided at 17
Sandyford Place, Sauchiehall Street. What started out as a quiet social evening turned into a nightmare
that would haunt McLachlan for the rest of her life.

Most of the Fleming family, owners of the property at 17 Sandyford Place, had gone away for the
weekend, leaving only the eightye ven year ol d father, James, known a
servant. 060l d Flemingd was an Anderston weaver and
but, despite his seemingly respectable credentials, he was in fact a knowstdhielsy and womaniser,

having been responsible for fathering at least one illegitimate child by a domestic servant. Jessie
McLachl an, having worked as a servant at Sandyford
several occasions, had called uninvited to her home at 182 Broomielaw.

On the afternoon of Monday"duly 1862, the Fleming family returned from their weekend retreat and

discovered the body of Jess McPherson hacked to death in her bedroom. The police were called and a

murder investigation followed. A pawnbroker, reading of the incident in the newspapers, recognised the
description of a silver plate, missing from the scene of the crime, which had come to him via Jessie
McLachl an. Police visited McLachlands Broomiel aw hc
the trial, based largely on the fact that she had been in possession of the silver plate so soon after the

crime, McLachlan was convicted of murder and sentenced to hang.

Apparently it was patently obvious to everyone who followed the case, except the jury and the presiding
judge, Lord Deas, that McLachlan was innocent and t
FIl emi ngo. Peti ti ons tinpevahtadlyaseading to éMcLachlantbeiny ceprieved, o o d e d
however, she spent fifteen years in Perth Prison. Soon after her release McLachlan left for America where

she lived out the rest of her days. 60l d Fl emingdé w
the family weekend retreat, Avondale, near Dunoon. Upon his demise he was buried in Anderston Kirk

Yard (Heddle Place).

BAKERIES
J.B. Stevenson's Cranstonhill Bakery was the first sigawered bakery in Scotland. Prior to the
establishment of this factory, | ocal bakers made b

produced in 1865, claiming that the product, untouched by human hand, was produced entirely by
machine. Later, premises built of red brick and designed in the Italian style, were erected on the north side

of Cranston Street. When the property was taken oVe
converted into a biscuit factory. The building, which stood close to the present Anderston Kelvingrove

Church, was finally demolished during the summer of 1969.

Bilsland

Construction work on Bilsland's Bakery in Hydepark Street began in 1881, with bakery production
commencing the following May. Bilsland's was a family concern, run by four brothers, and a most
successful business it proved to be. All the brothers were actively engaged in the public life of the city.

William, was Councillor for Anderston Ward in 1886, and was elected Lord Provost of Glasgow in 1905;

he was later knighted. At the height of their business prowess, as well as their bakery in Hydepark Street

and their shop in Elderslie Street, Bilsland's operated several shops throughout Glasgow. The very
mention of Bilsland was a guarantee of quality and value. As with so many otheesiatdjished
businesses, Bilsland ceased operation during the 0
name O6Bilslandd can stil/l be seen clearly embl azone
OExpressway Business Centrebd.
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QUEEN MARGARET SETTLEMENT

Spurred on by their social conscience, member s of
connected with the University of Glasgow, decided to take an active interest in community work, with

particular regard to the welfare of the poor and sick. Noting the high rates of alcoholism among the men

of the working classes, the students focused their effofspm o mot i ng t he wel fare of t
chiefly of wo mRemgimaiose poximity talthedUniveisity and recognising the pressing

social needs that families living in unhealthy congested areas had to contend with, Anderston was chosen

as an ideal | ocation for the project. I n order to
Street, was opened on'"1¥lay 1897. The first nursery established in Glasgow, opened in 1914, was also
accommodated at this address (74 Port Street). The

their motto6 Act i on rantinuetVio prdvidé® sterling service within the community until the

project was forced to leave the district in 1963 due to redevelopment of the area. The association also had
premi ses in Piccadilly St. (opened in 1938), which
The Piccadilly Street property closed during the early 1960s.

18801900

The 1880s evidenced the birth of The Boys' Brigade. The BB, as it is popularly known, is a voluntary

youth organisation that began life ofi @ctober 1883 in a Mission Hall at 329 North Woodside Road,

Glasgow. This Christiafvased organisation found great momentum in Anderston; of the first ten

Companies formed in Glasgow between 1883 and 1885 three were formed locall}! Chengany met

in a Mission Hall in Richard Street, th& et in the Mission Hall in Warroch Street and tfenget in

Al l anbs Hall s, Stobcross Street. Si ncecight Bogs' i ncept i ¢
Brigade Companies have operated within the square mile that made up Anderston.

The International Exhibition of 1888, held in Kelvingrove Park, was the first of three such successful
events, the others following in 1901 and 1911. David Carlaw opened his Printing Works in 1879 on
Finnieston Street, at the foot of Houldsworth Street. In the years that followed, Carlaw established an
envelope works, an engineering shop and a motor vehicle garage. | suspect many will be surprised to
learn that the birthplace of Scotland's longest surviving motor manufacturer began life in Finnieston; the

name of the company was OAl bion Motorsbo. Al t hough
decade (1889.910) the area saw the birth of no fewer than four motor vehicle manufacturing companies,
the aforementioned Al bion, 6The Gl asgow Motor Lorry

In 1889, Robert Service the renown
poet and author of the often quoted, |
seldom completed epic poem set in 1
Klondike 6 T h e Shooting
Dan Mc ,Gvwrked s a bank clerk i
the Stobcross Branch of the Commerc
Bank of Scotland. The bank was situal
at 994 Argyle Street, on the corner
Minerva Street; the tenement block is s |
standing although, of course, the bank | '
long since gone.

= ViAT %

. . A e
Opposite: Argyle Street at Finnieston Cross, ] ’
looking west towards Minerva Stree -
(January 2004) -

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

During the early 1900s the circus paraded annually along Main Street (Argyle Street) and a popular
attraction it proved to be. Other entertainments visiting the district includegitbe Pendthat stood on

Argyle Street and, as the name suggests, that is exactly what it was. For the cost of one penny you could
visit the'Penny Geggieand watch a ghost show or other numerous attractions on offelShdw Pend'
occupied the site at 724 Argyle Street, on which The Salvation Army erected their Citadel in 1904.
Throughout the winter months a carnival was held on the site, and during the summer months a huge
Gospel Tent occupied the vacant ground. GgierGospel Meetings were held on most street corners
each Saturday evening and, in spite of the large number of Public Houses and inebriated men, the Gospel
Meetings were seldom interrupted.
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Around the turn of the 1900s, Simon Wolfson, a WHitessian immigrant from Bialystock arrived in

Gl asgow and soon after opened a furnituimidlionshop on &
pound empire and was eventually knighted. Sir Isaac Wolfson was a great benefactor towards deserving

causes; he gifted the Estate of Wolfson Hall to the University of Glasgow and, in May 1971, in
recognition of his generosity to the City of Glasgow, he was granted the Freedom of the City.

During the 'Trades Holiday' a procession of carts and lorries representing the various neighbourhood
businesses toured the district, led by the local BB Bands. Trade merchants took horsesstmbdeae

their carts for repair, to Mitchell 6s bl acksmith s
horse' were stationed at the blacksmith's stables and, upon sighting a tramcar, theysaseuld

gallop the horses down Main Street, hitch their steed to the tram and help draw the vehicle up the long

slow gradient of Cranstonhill.

Cattle unloaded from the 'lrish Boat' were driven up Hydepark Street and then along Stobcross Street on
their way to the slaughterhouse. It was not uncommon for thefsgeil animals to make a desperate bid

for freedom. Some ran up tenement closes, others into backcourts and some even managed to get into
shops, causing all sorts of chaos!

THE GIRLS' GUILDRY

The new century saw the birth of the once welbwn sister Movement to The Boys' BrigadEhe Girls'

Guildry. Dr. William Somerville, son of the minister of Anderston Free Church, as well as running a

private nursing home and being a West End practitioner, he was something of a pioneRayn X

technology- being the first Radiologist appointed to the Western Infirmary. Dr. Somerville, who, in his

spare time was Captain of the'™?281 asgow BB Company, was approached t ¢
along similar lines to that of the BB. One February evening in 1900db&en girls attended the

inaugural meeting of the 'Guildry'. The concept of the organisation was readily welcomed and before

long, new 'Guildry' Companies were being formed throughout Scotland.

The Founders of the 6Guildrydé chos
story of the 'Wise Virgins'. Based on the emblem, it was only natural that the
of the organisation should B&/ise unto that which is good".

Towards the end of the 1960s the

Girls' Life Brigade, Organisations that held similar aims. The reorgar
Movement became The Girls' Brigade, whose worldwide objetEdshelp Girls
become follower's of ChristUnf ort unatel vy, due to
Brigade presence in Anderston came to an end during 2002.

Dr. Somerville withthe $Gl asgow Girl s6 Guildry Company,
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ANDERSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

The first Public Library in Anderston, which stood on the west side of Mcintyre Street, was opened on
21t December 1904. Included within the facilities of the fine ornate building was a Lending Library and
Reading Room on the ground floor, with a Children's Department on the upper level. The Library was
closed in 1969, a victim of the Comprehensive Redevelopment Programme, and was demolished the
following year. The Anderston Lending Library is now housed within the Mitchell Library.

CHARACTERS 1900-30

Each Monday evening a black doctor would stand at the gushet of Cranston Street and Main Street selling
medicine for a cough, a cold, or as a blood purifier. For sixpence (2.5p) he would painlessly remove a
troublesome tooth, or a corn, with his thumb and index finger. A man with a dancing bear regularly
toured the streets. There was also the inevitable man with a barrel organ and monkey. As part of the
entertainment the primate would climb the drainpipes to the top storeys, rap on a window and hopefully
return with coins in its mouth.

Two men who were dressed in heavy coats, sailor caps, and playiogdg-gurdy' (a small boxorgan

fixed to the top of a long pole) were known as 'ty Land Sailors' The point of interest is, each man

had an arm missing, so they took turns at holding the instrument while the other cranked the handle to
generate music. Stresti nger s were in abundance, each operating
particular who toured ' Wee Hil/l Streetd (Guest Stre
the same time every morning and was so punctual that when children heard him, they knew it was time to

leave for school.

TROUBLED TIMES

The outbreak of war in 1914 saw thousands of Glasgow men volunteer for military service. Among the
many regiments recruited in Glasgow perhaps the best known was the Highland Light Infantry (HLI). The
15" Battalion-6 Th e Tr a mw awas reduited framl the city's Transport Department, tie-16

'The Boys' Brigade Battaliofbrmed from exmembers of the BB, and the"1Battalion raised from the

6 Chamber o fOf @orsante Hicl eds not the only service to recruit in Glasgamong the

many others were the Royal Navy, the Cameronians, the Black Watch and the Argyll's. World War One
exacted a heavy toll on the men and women of Glasgow. The city lost a greater proportion of men killed
in the trenches of France than did any other part of Britain. When the Great War finally drew to an end in
November 1918, many of the troops returned home only to be faced with the grim prospect of
unemployment and hardship.

On the 3% January 1919, a few months after the cessation of hostilities, a public meeting was held in

George Square. The Square was crowded with workers and unemployed men hoping to learn of the
government 6s response to rising unemployment, high
attending the meeting traffic soon became clogged. Police, trying to clear a pathway, clashed with a

section of the crowd. Police officers drew their batons, blows were exchanged and before long a large

scale riot threatened. Around sixty people were injured during the fracas and several arrests made. Among

those arrested were Willie Gallagher and Mannie Shinwell, both of whom, in later years, became
promi nent public figures. I n an attempt -négrned quel | t !
by the revolution that had changed the face of Russia a few years earlier and fearful that revolt and civil

riot was imminent, armed soldiers and tanks were summoned to occupy and safeguard the city centre.

Quarantine Measures

During the early 1920s Richard Street was clesfiédvhen an outbreak of Lascar Fever, a condition
similar to Typhus, was reported. The residents of Richard Street were confined to their homes and, to
ensure complete isolation, a cordon was placed around the area. Troops were stationed at the Elderslie
Street and North Street entrances to the thoroughfare to enforce the quarantine. It is thought sailors from
the West Indies who had been lodging in the area introduced the epidemic. Not long after the outbreak
had abated the tightly packed tenement properties in Richard Street were demolished.

Unemployment

The 1920630s were years of uncertainty and soaring unemployment. A practical response to local
unempl oyment was instigated in 1932 when a O6Work
Stobcross Street. A nominal weekly subscription of one penny provided members with access to materials

that enabled them to perform jobs for themselves and for their friends. Not only did the scheme give the
unemployed something to focus on, it also helped ensure that skills were kept sharp until such times as
employment prospects improved.



25

It is a true sayingThe devil makes work for idle handsiid that is exactly what happened when groups

of young men formed into gangs and roamed the streets looking for mischief. Like most areas, Anderston
was not exempt from trouble. Perhaps it was through boredom and frustration that the gangs found it
necessary to confront each other. In common with many other areas, Anderston always enjoyed a strong
sense of identity; perhaps this was partly due to families living in close proximity. It was not uncommon
to have family members living up the same close. Of course, this meant that when bother did breakout,
| ocal residents wusually knew the identity of t he
usually confined and kept to a minimum. Ordinary people could wander the streets unmolested; any
violence to be had was only metedt to rival gang members. Whilst there were the ‘ketwn
troublemakers, there were also those who organised healthy social activities such as, cycling and
camping. During this worrying period the voluntary youth organisations, often under very difficult
circumstances, did a sterling job in offering activities designed to keep young people out of trouble.

Archie Conn was one of the many colourful characters who devoted their time and resources to voluntary
youth work. He was member of Anderston Old (Heddle Place) and an Officer intli@lI5h s gow Boys 6
Brigade Company. Archie eventually left Glasgow, in 1937, to carry out missionary work in Blantyre,
Nyassaland, and was so highly respected by the local community that, in time, he was elected Mayor. He
returned to the UK, in 1961, and settled in Liverpool where he continued his BB work as Captain of the

40" Liverpool Company and, later, as Secretary of the Liverpool Battalion. Archie died in January 2006

at the age of 96.

ROYAL VISIT

It had been raining on"SMarch 1936 when King Edward VIII decided to pay a surprise visit to
Anderston. The King had been on a scheduled visit to Clydebank to inspect progress on the passenger
liner the 'Queen Mary'. The Royal party moved on to Knightswood to view a new housing development
after which, they made an unscheduled visit to Anderston. Accompanied by the Lord Provost, John
Stewart, the Royal party was escorted to the close at number 4 Crieff Court, where they visited all eight
dwellings. It is recorded that the King was so impressed by the cleanliness of each house, that he
congratulated the housewives on maintaining such high standards in what were obviously difficult
circumstances. As the Royal party ascended the tenement stairs, the King enquired what the small rooms
situated on the halandings were. He was informed that they were communal toilets, shared by the
residents of each landing. The King was bewildered and is reputed to have comiribhtstleveryone

use that?

Entry to Crieff Court was through a Pend on Argyle Street. The sky was overcast, it had been raining and
there were puddles filling the uneven cobbled street. Herimby dark gloomy tenements Crieff Court

must have made a depressing picture that day. Word quickly spread that Royalty had arrived and by the
time the King was ready to depart, a large crowd had gathered to cheer him off. Many of the homes in

Crieff Court were subject to 'ticketingan att empt to stop overcrowding. TF
or oval, metal plates affixed to the outer door of each dwelling, detailing the maximum number of people

officially allowed to be resident therein.

STORM CLOUDS AGAIN

Following the declaration of war with Germany in 1939, mobilisation and preparations for the coming
conflict led to full empl oyment . Local engineering
began manufacturing materials for the war effort. ¢
another branch of the firm, the motor garage, in Finnieston Street, manufactured weapons.

During the early hours of 814" March 1941 incendiaries and bombs dropped by the German

Luftwaffe, intent on damaging Clyde shipping and industry, fell among tenement dwellings in the
Cranstonhill area destroying or damaging a number of properties in Guest Street, Hydepark Street,
Lancefield Street and Finnieston Street.

NOTABLE PERSONALITIES

Two of Scotlandds most famous boxers, Jackie Patter
6The Anderston Boxing Club6 that met in Crieff Cour

to keep his weight down, would occasionally workout in the sweltering heat of the boiler room of the
Kelvin Cinema, in Argyle Street. When Peter Keenan retired from boxing in the 1960s he maintained a
number of commercial interests in Anderston. He had a Public House at the foot of Elliot Street and a

mot orcar showroom on the corner of Houl dsworth Str

Another weltknown figure in Anderston, during the early 1950s, was Christopher Grieve, better known
as the writer and poet Hugh MacDiarmid. He was a
to Ladol ads Caf ®.

f
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Roddy McMillan, born at 71 Cranston Street, was a-lmtiwn and respected actor, playwright and
songwriter. Roddy grew up in Anderston and got his first taste of the stage while appearing in a local

Boysdé Brigade Annual Concert in Stobcross House (Al
roles, he is perhaps best remembered Bsa r a tHeammsghyedous and scheming captain of a Clyde
Puffer, in BBC Tel evisbdbdhés Vi elatdvast@igiyawhked Bupilat Munr o

Finnieston School one of Roddy's teachers was Duncan Macrae. The craggy featured Macrae was another
well-known Scottish actor who appeared in many films and TV shows. He is perhaps best remembered

for his role in the film'Whisky Galoreand for his rendition of The We e Cio thkteleSiged r r a 0
1960s 6New Year Showbo. I nteresting®Parg Handy'whiwsas Macr a
McMillan served agDougie'the deckhand, before the latter succeeded to the principal role.

THE STONE of DESTINY

During the early hours of Christmas Morning 1950, the Stone of Destiny, the ancient symbol of Scotland
that had been plundered by Edward | and taken to London in 1296, was illegally removed from its resting
place beneath the Coronation Chair in Westminster Abbey. Later that morning, as soon as the theft was
discovered, a nationwide hunt was launched for the recovery of the relic. The four young Scots students,
who had removed the Stone from the Abbey, discovered the relic had been broken in two. The students
spirited the Stone north to Glasgow, where they left it in the care of Bertie Gray, a Glasgow Councillor.

It was perhaps no coincidence that the ancient symbol of nationhood was deposited with Mr. Gray, not

only was he a proponent of Scottish independence, he also owned a Monumental Stonemasons Yard,

which lay between North Street and Bishop Street and was entered by way of St. Vincent Street. Where

better to hide the Stone of Destiny than among similar blocks of sandstone? Mr. Gray repaired the stone

and made a number of duplicates. After many weeks of fruitless searching by the authorities, the Stone of

Destiny mysteriously turned up in Arbroath Abbey, draped in the Saltire of Scotland. One question that

has been posed ever sincefisNas t he genuine Stone returned to Lond
c o p i Ehe 8tane of Destiny that was taken back to Westminster was officially returned to Scotland in

1996, seven hundred years after it had first been carried away from Scone.

Wi L SONOS

Housed in the f or men OSvald Stréet Witksont Z00' Mphemed duning ®eécentb e
1936, remained a popular attraction well into the late 1950s. On the ground floor level of the Zoo was an
aquarium, whilst the upper level contained a variety of caged animals including lions, tigers, monkeys,
alligators, parrots etc. In such a confined space the stink from the animals left a lot to be desired.
However, it was a popular place to visit, after all, where else could you enter the jungle and come face to
face with wild animals and all for only sixpence (2.5p)?

CINEMAS

Throughout the 1946 0 s Gl asgow was of tThebancing Cig/'orrCinedmatCioy as ei t h
there being at that time a choice of over 200 danc
dancing could be enjoyed@ r e s | a n d 6 sin SadanosseStreldtawhichdwas run by a husband and

wi fe partnership. A popul ar f anhelPictures ag they geerewa s a Vvi
affectionately called. There were two main cinemas in Andersbrh e G ati625 tArgyle Street near

Anderston Cross, anfifhe Kelvin' at 1073 Argyle Streetat Finnieston. Both cinemas hosted children's

matinees on Saturday afternoons between the hourstpil The main feature was usually an action

film - Tarzan, Jungle Jim, Superman, or a Western. The supporting programme normally comprised of
cartoons and a serial to ensure children would return the following week. Programmes normally ran

Monday to Wednesday, with a change of feature Thursday to Saturday. Cinemas were not open on
Sundays.

6The Gaietybod, which was part of a tenement properf
converted, in 1899, .iThetheatredas tureed nto & adnlema iNM.A0Y,iamals Ha | |
remodelled during the 1920socepeni ng as O6The New Gai etyd. I n th

the Saint Andrewds Hall s, in 1963, 6The Gai ety t
refurbished to serve as O0The Gl asgow Concert Hall 6.

o]
e af
o]

Opened in 1930, 6The Kelvin Cinemad, at 1071 Argyl e
the main auditorium, to the right of the screen, above the emergency exit, wasseal@linodel of a

Spanish hacienda and above theltefhd exit was the depiction of a Turkistyle building. Shortly after
television became affordable for the masses cinemas
The property was converted into 6The Kelvin Sporti
The building | atterly operated as a popular |1 ndian
the property was demolished in 2005 to make way for a housing development.
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PuBLIC HOUSES

At one time public houses were in abundai
throughout Anderston,
part of most tenement blocks. While most of the p
were pretty basic affairs, with poor lighting a
sawdust covering the floors, there were the
exceptions to the rule
which stood on Cranston Street adjacent to St. Ma
Lancefield Church, was a bright cream coloul
building with a verse painted on the gabled of the
property declarinfi Be ye a Prince
thereds aye a wel co.deme
of the other pubs revelled in interesting titles such

6The Western |slesbd, o]
Venture I nnd, 6Why Not"-
Kettledrumé, o6The Wee |
ofall-6Di rty Dicksd (Finni

Public houses were required to close at 10.00
however closing times in Anderston were oOf
variable.df h e P r i n c,dockedftheiNdrsea
9.30pm, and often business continued under the ¢
of a o6private function¢
around midnight, to conclude festivities, and perh
partake of a ®Rwae onafl
Elderslie Street closed early each Thursday evenir
7.30pm, to allow the owner to attend his Maso
Lodge meetings. At the time the property hous
Ruxtonds Bar was due
interior of the pub was dismantled and exportec
America, where it would be used in the mo
industry.

The Shandon Bells & The Buttery (1968)
(652 Argyle Street)

It was no mere accident there was an array of pubs and wine & spirit merchants in Anderston, they were
there to capitalise on business from the huge workforce employed in the many engineering workshops
and factories. It is interesting to note that the pubs disappeared along with most of the population and the
industries. Prior to redevelopment there were forty public houses situated throughout Anderston, which
meant a pub on just about every block. Today, pubs are only to be found around the periphery of the area.
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Part of the old village of Anderston (Main Street, Anderston Cre$863)
The precise location of the buildings featured is unclear; it is likely they stood to the east of Bishop Street.
The coach to left is that of Duncan MacGregor, the coach in front is that of his rival Andrew Menzies.
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Around Anderston

Anderston Public Library, Mcintyre Street (1969
The clock tower to

-ltahcefield Ghdiradh. i s t hat

Adjacent Church Propertieg1900

St. Peterds Pari
68-72 Oswald Street (opened 1836)
This property | at e

«

served

The Old Scots Kirk
64-66 Oswald Street (opened 1837)
as OWilsonbs Zoobd

of

St .
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Anderston

THEN & NOW
PART TWO

GRAHAMSTON

Nowadays the Central Station marks the eastern extremity of the area considered to be Anderston. Before
the invention of the railways the village of Grahamston, named after John Graham of Dougaldston,
occupied the site of the station. The pleasant little village of Grahamston, first mentioned on late
seventeenth century maps of Glasgow, was to be found situatetvayidetween Glasgow and
Anderston, and it was here, in 1764, that one of the first regular theatres in Scotland was established.

In the years following the Reformation, theatrical performances were frowned upon, particular by the
clergy, so it was little surprise that when a London company tried to establish a permanent theatre in
Glasgow, they found no one willing to rent, or sell, land for sicdWor ks o' Thehendobevi | 0.
thespians travelled to Grahamston, hoping to find ground on which to establish a theatre. Their journey
proved worthwhile and the theatrical company managed to secure a piece of land for the sum of five
shillings per square yard. Before long, construction of the theatre was making good progress however, as
completion drew near, the building caught fire. Whilst the actual structure did not suffer greatly from the
effects of the fire, a considerable amount of damage was inflicted on costumes, scenery and general
theatrical equipment. The attempt to destroy the theatre was harried on by a local preacher, who stood in
the street denouncing the erection of such an evil building. He told the gathered audience that he had
dreamed the previous nigtihat he was in the infernal regions, and there he saw a grand entertainment

at which 'Auld Nick', the Devil himself, gave a toast in honour of Mr. Miller who, had sold the ground to
the theatre company, so that they could build a house for Satan".

Despite the preacher's exhortations the theatre eventually opened for business. The property changed
ownership several times until th& May 1782, when the building was again subjected to fire, this time

the property was completely destroyed, leaving nothing but the outer walls standing. Being in sound order
the walls of the former theatre were roofed over and the property fitted out as offices and stables. The
remains of the first theatre in, or around, Glasgow survived until the village of Grahamston was swept
away. A statue of Shakespeare, which once adorned the entrance to the theatre, was removed to Craig's
Estate, Carmunnock. It is unclear if this is the same statue that adorned the entranceway of the Citizen's
Theatre. Observant and curious visitors to the city might wonder why Drury Street, off Union Street, is so
named? It is a mute reminder of the theatre that once stood nearby.

A great calamity befell a sigtorey sugarhouse in Grahamston when, 8iNdvember 1848, without any
warning, the building collapsed killing twelve of the eighteen employees. It took rescuers four days to
fully recover the bodies of the victims. Despite its stabking outward appearance, it was thought the
sugarhouse which, had been erected around 1808, had been in a state of insecurity for some time.
Investigation into the tragedy revealed that the structure had become weakened due to the constant
vibration of machinery coupled to the copious quantities of steam produced during theefingay

process. Such was the sympathy expressed towards dependants of the victims that within eight days of the
incident, over £400, a large sum in those days, had been raised by public subscription for their benefit.

The village of Grahamston was blottedt in 1879 with the construction of the Central Station. Every so
often the story that the remains of Grahamston lie buried beneath the Central Station is revived.
Following personal investigation over forty years ago, | can say with confidence that not even a trace of
Alston Street, the main thoroughfare, remains.

The huge Central Station Bridge that spans Arc
Street is a welknown and popular meeting point. Tt~ ==
structure was a favourite meeting place of exiles
new arrivals from the Highlands and Islands and, ¢
would almost certainly be raining, what mao
convenient place to meet than under the shelter o
bridge? Given those circumstances, what m
appropriate title to confer on the Central Stat
Bridgethan The Hi ghl andmansé

Opposite: The 6 Hi ghl anmands
Central Station, Argyle Street (January 2004)
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PEDEN the PROPHET

Born in a farmhouse at Auchinloch, Ayrshire, in 1626, Alexander Peden grew up to be a fervent
Covenanter and was often referred to as 'Peden the Prophet'. It is possible he might have stayed
somewhere in the vicinity of Cranstonhill around 1648, while he was attending University, situated at that
time in High Street. Perhaps he found lodgings in one of a number of farmhouses that dotted the area.
Whatever his connection with the district might have been, he is recorded as prophidsirige Cross

of Glasgow would one day stand at the-hilad of StobcrossThe termhill-head is a reference to the
highest point in the localitythe crest of Cranstonhill.

Given that Peden died in 1686, forty years before the community of Anderston existed his prophecy can
be considered as having some measure of credence.
prophecy. The obvious one, tileCr o0 s s o fcoul@ beas rgferamée to the city centrénday
Anderston is considered to be part of central Glasgow. The second explanation is, perhaps Peden was
making reference to the church when he speaks d€Ctioss of GlasgowMight this be reference to one

of the many churches that were erected close to thibdalil of Cranstonhill? Of course, the suggestions
offered are but mere conjecture.

What of Peden himself? Well, he was exactly what imagination conjures up of a Scots Covenanter. He led
a full and exciting life, punctuated with many of the dangers associated with the Covenanting times.
Peden was described as being a tall, strange man, with a mysterious look in hiasetresigh he were

gifted with 'second sight'. Robert Louis Stevenson featured Peden in hisTiewé&lale of Tod Lapraik'.

The following is an extract from the book:

"In thir days, dwalled upon the Bass (Rock) a man of God, Peden the Prophet was his
name. Ye'll have heard the wale o' him sin syne, and it's a question wi' mony if there
war his like afore. He was wild as a peag hog, fearsome to look at, fearsome to hear,
his face like the Day of Judgement. The voice o' him was like a sloan's an' dinnled in
folks lugs, and the very words o' him like coals o' fire".

During the early 1970s the Scottish Natiol 2
Museum of Antiquities, in Edinburgh, acquire
a leather mask believed to have belongec
Peden. It is thought that Peden, who claimet
be able to vanish into thin air, used the me
complete with moustache and teeth, in
disappearing act.

Peden Cross

Although Peden's actual association with
district is somewhat tenuous, a former Bailie 1 Py
Anderston erected an ornate tenement prop P |
on the corner of Elderslie and Argyle Streets || & é;'"| ’

1856. On the cornerstone of the buildi [& 8§
inscribed in bold lettering waBEDEN CROSS' | I p
and placed in a pediment, near the rooftc ' 48
perched the carved bust of Alexander Pe

himself, looking out over Anderston. o

Over the years Peden's bust became weatt
and worn and by the 1960s the bust, altho
clearly that of a man, was faceless. Perhaps
was an appropriate and fitting end to the eff Peden Crosgprior to demolitior) 1971

of an extraordinary man WhO, throughout | This tenement block also had the §0mewhat
life, liked to maintain an air of mystery. unfortunate title of
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EARLY INDUSTRIES
Thed Gl asgow Di r diststthe fojowirgy fousidegs8séadd merchants active in the Anderston
area during that period; the term Omanufacturerdo i s

Broomielaw: Frances Buchanan, dealer in ftrong beer and ale; Daniel Campbell, retailer of fine beer
and ale; William Robertfon, merchant and raibrks; William Shaw manager, Lindfays wood yard,;
William. Clark, Comptroller, and John Geddes, manager of the flint and bottle glafs work.

Finniefton: Robert Andrew merchant Taylor; John Graham of Achinfickan at Finniestion, and John
Semple, manufacturer and bleacher.

Lancefield: Gavin Beugo, tanner and glew maker.

Anderfton: Allan Arthur, manufacturer; Peter Falconer, manufacturer; Wm. Gillespie, linen printer and
cotton twift dealer; Alexander Glasgow, manufacturer; Henry Monteith & Co.; Murdoch & Warrwick &
Co. brewerie; Wm. Reid & Co. manufacturer; Adam Thomfon, manufacturer; James Warrwick, manager
of the large brewerie, and Peter Whytelaw, clerk to the large brewerie at Anderfton.

In little less than a century, Anderston had developed from a small farming and weaving community into

an integral and important part of Glasgow's economy. The foundations for the future development and
wealth of the district was very much dependent on the business acumen and the quality of produce
supplied by Anderston's early industries. The following is a brief outline of some of the people who began

and developed the industries that flourished in Anderston.

THE ANDERSTON WEAVERS SOCIETY

Apart from some modest farming and market gardening activity, the principal employment of early
eighteenth century Anderston was weaving. The original village comprised of a long row of single, and

t wo storey, cottages |lining either side of Mai n St
accommodation wupstairs with space set aside downst
was roofed with turf and according to tradition it was within that house in 1754 that a weaver fabricated

the first ever checked handkerchief produced in Scotland. The hankies were kndwalf & Half

Quar t er imrecognitiensobthe material that roofed the cottalyéivote' was a measure of turf.

On 4" November 1738, the weavers of the village formed themselves into an incorporation under the title
of'The Weaver s6 So the Bocigty hadfa twinld dueposs, ffiretly, to control the quality

of Anderston produce and, secondly, to provide welfare support for any of their members who suffered

illness or who had become infirm or destitute. Income to help fund welfare payments was raised via
membership fees, fines, and from the hire of the 'mort cloths' that were rented out for funerals. In effect

the Weaversédéd Society provided care from the cradle

Anderston Weaversd Society is replicated bel ow:

"The society shall continue to be called The We:
are declared to be charitable aid of such of its members and their widows as may be reduced
to destitute circumstanceso.

It is of interest to note that in the days before schooling was widely available all but two of the original
twentrone signatories to the Anderston Weaversd Chart
names of those who signed, or made their mark were:

6James Sym, Archibald Ander son, Mi chael Mur doc h,
Jamieson, Robert Hamilton, John Murray, John Paton, Thomas Scott, James Gemmiill,

John Flemming, John Kerr, James Holdin, Matthew Baird, William Anderson, William Scott,

Jno. Taylor, William Steven, Jno. Campbell all Weavers in Anderstoun and, Robert Marshall,

a Dyerbo.

Extracts from Weavers Society Minute Book:
The rules of the Weavers Society provide some interesting reading. Orderly behaviour was expected at all
times and fines for swearing were imposed on any member swearing in the presence of anotheir member

6That no freeman Curse or Swear in the presence
the Penalty of Six pence Sterling to be paid into the Common box for each transgression.

That whoever be chosen as oversman The Common box Shall not be Removed or Taken

from Anderstoun. That any Oversman to be Chosen at any time hereafter shall be a Resider

and Dweller in Anderstounéébd
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Applying the Rules: On 29F e b r u a r Williath Ar®lésorg One of the Masters being convicted of

swearing in the presence of the Oversman master and most part of the Society He refused to pay The fine
Stipulated by the Original Charter (spence) therefore, Whereupon, By the Voice of the whole Society

And is hereby Declared to have | ost all part of pri

Rule of Discretion: An entry in the record books of the Society dat&dABigust 1762 recordsd T h a t
whatever member of this committee shall reproach any member thereof for their poverty, Or
Contemptuously throw up their having received the Communities Supply in their need, He shall for the
first Transgression this way be rebuked by the Oversman and his Masters, for the second Transgression
he shall be fined Att the Oversman and his Masters their option, and for the third Transgression He shall
be classeddismissed) .

Level of Hospitality: A partly deleted entry i n"NovembeBL/E3ji et ydos M
suggests that perhaps the committee overindulged a wee bit one evening when it tetcfds e

Commi ttee Closed at 7 o006cl ock wilexpensepfthelDeasoatoof Doubl
be a presidenfprecedentjor all Deacons in time to Come. Same night proceeded to the Collectors house

to see him home when we were Entertained with whisky and Rum to be a presedent for all Collectors in

ti me Coming |likewise to shew future members how to

The Weavers6 Society con
in a |l ocal Il nn, possibly
erecting a substantial property in 1865, at 584 Arc
Street. Incorporated into the new building, which st
between North Street and Heddle Place, was an engr:
of the Weaverso6 Coat of
heral dry of t he Ander so
building, known locally as thé We a v e r svds bdhg
demolished in 1967, a ledwbx containing coins
newspapers and a lamp were retrieved from the foundi
stone. The box and its contents were assigned to
custody of The People's Palace, Glasgow Green.
section of masonry bear.i
was carefully removed in the hope that it would
incorporated into one of the new buildings proposed
the area. The Anderston
maintains the same charitable object, although, of col
it is extremely doubtful if any of the current membershiy
actually an Anderston weaver.

Arms of the Weavers Society of Anderstc

Me mber ship of the Anderston Weaversd Society was ex
Finnieston in 1774. During the early 1800s the Finnieston weavers dubbed a portion of their village

60 Wor | dpso ndined] because of their perceived and pessimistic views regarding politics and

declining moral standards.

EARLY EMPLOYERS

The weaving industry in Anderston expanded steadily during the 1750s, and it was around this time that
James Monteith, who was to become a prominent figure in the development of the area, opened his first
weaving mill in Bishop Street. The clicketyl ack of the weaverds | ooms incr
volume with the application of steapower, which in turn required the services of skilled mechanics to
maintain and repair the mechanised looms. The success enjoyed by the Anderston weavers meant that as
demand for local produce grew so too did the need for additional labour to service the daily needs of the
community including farmeworkers, bakers, carpenters and other trades. Before long the village had
mushroomed into a town. Although at the peak of demand, there were around a dozegrostessd

mills operating in Anderston, a great deal of contract work was still being carried out by weavers
operating handboms from within their own homes.

Prior to the redevelopment of the area, during the Z@&0) there were a number of reminders of
Anderston's weaving past, among which, was the af ol
where the remains ofWee Corkspremises was still in evidence. The té@ork' was the Scots word for

a 'master weaver' and in this cont&dte Corkindicated the small number of skilled weavers employed

by the business. Street names such as Heddle Place, Warp Lane and Carding Lane also served as a
reminder of Anderston's weaving roots.
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The Anderston weavers worked hard at improving the manufacturing process and quality of the various
fabrics produced within the neighbourhood and the success of the local produce was reflected in a
steadily growing export trade. Among the principal entrepreneurs involved in developing the early textile
industry were people like the Monteiths, the Gillespies, and the Houldsworths.

THE MONTEITHS

Born in the Aberfoyle area, around 1670, James Monteith regularly fell victim to Rob Roy MacGregor,

the Highland outl aw, because he refused to pay pr of
and refusal to succumb to extortion, Il ed to the rc
Frequent theft of his livestock eventually proved too much of a strain for Monteith and contributed to his

early demise. James Monteith was survived by his four childdemny, Margaret, Nancy the youngest,

and Henry. Once the funeral expenses and other outstanding debts had been settled, young Henry, who

was born around 1710, decided to make his way to Glasgow to seek his fortune. He took up residence in

the new village of Anderstoun where he established himself as a market gardener.

The main crops grown by market gardeners included barley, oats, peas and kail (a curly leafed cabbage)

useful for soups. Later, wheat, turnips and potatoes were added to the harvest. Added to the
aforementioned vegetables, herring and the occasional salmon would have supplemented the diet. No

doubt, as was the practice in those-d#rdays, the market gardeners would travel to the markets in

Glasgow to sell their produce. | wonder if Henry Monteith ever encountered Rob Roy as he passed

through Anderston on his way to market with his cattle. Rob Roy is reputed to have been a regular visitor

to a coackhouse, near Sandyford. During the 1800s the cbaohu s e became known as 6Th:¢
At the time of wrhausnegd tshtei Ifloremeirs tésc,oaacth 1125 Ar gyl
tenement properties, opposite Kelvingrove Street.

To counter the threat posed by the Jacobite Rising of 1745, Glasgow raised two Regiments of Volunteers,
each comprising of five hundred men. Most lowlanders feared that if Bonnie Prince Chhdi&,oung
Pretender'managed to regain the throne, Scotland would become subject to a Catholic monarchy. Being
a staunch Presbyterian, Henry Monteith decided that this would be a good opportunity to display his
opposition to the Jacobite cause, while at the same time defend his faith-fiVhinggar old Monteith

joined the Glasgow Regiment as a volunteer and, dhJaruary 1746, fought with distinction at the
Battle of Falkirk. The Jacobites routed the Government forces that day, inflicting heavy casualties on the
Glasgow Regiment in particular. Monteith survived the battle unscathed. Those who fought alongside him
said that he was reluctant to leave the battlefield and only did so after firing the last shot of defiance from
the Government side. When Henry died, his son James, who was born in 1734, succeeded him. James
Monteith was destined to become a leading figure in the community and his influence was to have a huge
impact on the weaving industry, not only locally, but also nationally.

James Monteith entered the weaving industry as an apprentice handloom weaver, and opened his first
weaving mill in Bishop Street in 1758. Dedicated to producing fabrics of the highest quality, his business
flourished enabling him to introduce additional looms into his factory. In his search for perfection, in
1767, he invited fortysix Frenchwomen to come to Anderston to teach the locals the art of spinning fine
yarn. It is unclear whether any of the Mademoiselles married locals, or if they returned to France once
their task was complete.

The first web of muslin wrought in Scotland was produced in Monteith's mill in 1769. Other pioneering

work included muslin webs spun from'Mule Jenny'in 1785, with the first linen being spun shortly

thereafter. Prior to this period, most homespun yarns were very coarse and quite unsuitable for use in the

creation of fine fabrics, it was therefore necessary to import yarn from France, Belgium and Holland.

Monteith, being an astute businessman, imported direct from his own supplier, a Messieur Mortier, who

lived in Cambray, Flanders. Monteith invited the Frenchman to visit Scotland, an offer that was gratefully

accepted. Accompanied by his twelyear old son, Mortier arrived in Anderston in 1780. Such was the

hospitality enjoyed during his sojourn that when it was time for Mortier to return to France, he left his son

in Monteithés care. The young Mortier attended va
University. At the end of a thregear stay, young Mortier returned home to France.

With trade continuing to flourish, Monteith opened a stgmwered mill, which accommodated two
hundred looms, adjacent to his original premises in Bishop Street. As his business grew, so too did his
reputation for quality. Monteith discovered an inexpensive method of making good quality imitation
Indian muslin from cotton. He was able to produce muslin so fine that a dress made from the fabric could
be passed through a fingéng. A dress made of this fine material was presented to Queen Charlotte.
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The Auld Alliance

Towards the end of the eighteenth century, France was at war throughout Europe and was occupying
Holland and parts of the Rhine. The war was having an adverse effect on the weavers of Anderston, who

transacted a great deal of business within Europe.

Monteithos el dest son,

Mortier was killed by an assassin's bullet, meant for another dignitary. A monument erected to the

John, who had become i
Patrick Falconer, one of his partners, should attend one of the Trade Fairs in Germany with the aim of
securing orders for Anderston produce. Being fluent in French and with a smattering of German, Falconer
agreed to the suggestion. His intention was to proceed to Germany by the shortest route via Holland.
However, shortly after arriving in Holland, Falconer was stopped by a French patrol and arrested on
suspicion of being a spy. He was taken to the local military headquarters where a French Officer
interrogated him. A short time passed, when

in good broad Scot§But, my frien' dae ye no' ken James Monteith o' Anderstar&irprised Falconer
responded, Aye, | ken him weel, for he's my ain partner's faith&#tisfied of his authenticity, the
Frenchman addressed Falconer in Scots, informing him that he had spent three years in Anderston as a
guest of Monteith. He was of course, naiker than the young Mortier who, had joined the army and,
showing enterprise, quickly attained the rank of General. Whilst attending a festival" dnly8835,

memory of Mortier stands in the PdeeChaise Cemetery, Paris.

James Monteith 1734809

James Monteith died in 1809 and was descri
asinbeing a man of goo
even in old age, hale and hearty, as well
possessing a good erect figure and pleas
c ount e rHes partaid continued to ador
the Session Room of the Relief Church (Hed
Place) that he helped found, until the buildi
was removed in 1966 to make way f
construction work on the Kingston Bridge.

James Monteith raised six songohn, James
Henry, Robert, Adam and William. The thii
son, Henry, went on to emulate his fathe
success. As well as looking after his fathe
business interests in Anderston, he also oper
a large mill in Barrowfield. On the death of h
brother James, in 1802, Henry assumed cor
of yet another mill, this time at Blantyre. Tt
Blantyre Mill of Henry Monteith achieved
worldwide reputation and by 1816 over tv
thousand people were dependent on tl
livelihood from that mill.

to

As may have already been deduced, David Livingstone, the sfaridus missionary and explorer, was
born in one of the millvorkers houses. Today, the Blantyre Mill serves as a permanent memorial to

David Livingstone.

Henry Monteith was twice elected Lord Provost of Glasgow (483.dnd 181&0), as well as serving as

a Member of Parl i ament .

Three decades earli

er

nvol v

Fal

t he

Lord Provost far less an MP would have been considered laughable. He purchased the Estate of Carstairs

in 1824 and here he erected a splendid massiuse.

Considering the huge influence the Monteiths had in Anderston, it is surprising to note that there are no

reminders to honour the family name within the district. There is however a mausoleum to the family in

the Necropolis and, in the East End of the city, Monteith Row serves as a reminder of Henry Monteith. In
conclusion, it has been said, and rightly so, tlatderston was the cradle of the cotton industry in
Scotland".That being the case, the Monteiths must surely have been the fathers of Scottish weaving.

C

S
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WILLIAM GILLESPIE

Around the time of the '45 Rebellion' the Gillespie family, who lived in Cowal, Argyll, moved to
Pollokshaws, Glasgow, where they set up business asgimaars. William Gillespie, who was born in
1743, was destined to become a pioneer in Anderston'’s early textile industry.

William Gillespie moved to Anderston in 177
where he established himself as a bleacher
linen-printer on théLang Roadas North Stree
was called at that time. He erected Wellfi¢
House on the west side of North Street, on w
would eventually become the corner of Willia
Street. The mansion enjoyed a pleasant loca
set amidst green fields and surrounded by si
birch trees. Within the grounds were lavi
gardens and one of the finest vineries in

West of Scotland. Gillespie constructed t
large ponds, for clotlbleaching purposes, o
either side of North Street between Sa
Vincent Street and Sauchiehall Street. 1
ponds were supplied with water from burns
South Woodside and Pinkston. Wellfield House, North Street c1875

Gillespie purchased property at North Wood-side in
powered cottorspinning mill on the banks of the River Kelvin, near where the present Great Western

Road Bridge stands today. Twelve years later (1796) he erected a second mill, at the foot of Cheapside
Street, Anderston. Acknowledged as a caring and benevolent employer, Gillespie sponsored a school and
Mission Church at Woodside where he provided a basic education for his two hundred employees. In time

he recognised that running the two mills was becoming too demanding, so, he invited a Nottingham man,
Henry Houldsworth, to manage the operation of the North Woodside Mill. This seemingly innocuous
business invitation led to a chain of events that, in time, saw Houldsworth elected to the office of the first
Provost of Anderston.

The Gillespies, who had acquired the mandionse and estate of Bishopton in Renfrewshire, in 1790,
raised a family of three sons and three daughters. His sons Richard, James and Colin all went into
business in Anderston. Richard, who purchased part of the Cranstonhill Estate, also served as a major in
the local militia- the Anderston Volunteers. Of the three daughters, Anne married Dr. John Mitchell of
Wellington Street Church, Margaret wed a Glasgow merchant, and Mary married a Professor of Scots
Law at Edinburgh University.

William Gillespie, like James Monteith, was also an Offiearer in Anderston Relief Church
(Anderston Old). Gillespie was vehement in his opposition to the slave trade and through this
humanitarian interest he developed a business association with David Dale, the son of a Stewarton
shopkeeper, who became a watiown mill-owner and philanthropist. Dale was an interesting character
whose strong religious beliefs caused him to secede from the National Church and establish his own

church and congregatierc al | ed t he 60l d Scots I ndependent 6, of

Gillespie took an active and philanthropic interest in supporting missionary work and financed a project
to send Gaelispeaking missionaries to the Highlands and Islands. Unfortunately, the venture failed due
to a lack of suitable recruits able to speak the language. Gillespie was also responsible for subsidising
families who wished to leave the Hebridean Island of Barra and settle in Anderston, where he promised
them work and a roof over their heads. William Gillespie died at his Bishopton home in 1809 and was
duly interred in the burial ground of Anderston Relief Church (Heddle Place). When the Gillespie family
decided to winelip their commercial interests at Woodside the former mill property was rented out to
tenants.

As the years passed, during the winter months locals woukkéte on the frozeaver ponds on North
Street, with few perhaps giving thought as to how such a facility came about. Although Wellfield House
was structurally sound it was demolished in 1899 to make way for new tenement buildings. The only
reminders of William Gillespie in the area is William Street, named in his honour, and Richard Street,
named after one of his sons, who acquired ownership of the lands of Dawsholm, in 1792. Next time you
have cause to pass along North Street or William Street, spare a thought for William Gillespie whose
mansion, Wellfield House and prifield, were situated on tHeang Roadbver two hundred years ago.
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HENRY HOULDSWORTH

Born in Nottingham, in 1774, Henry Houldsworth, accompanied by his wife and two children, moved to
Glasgow in 1799 to manage William Gillespie's cottoifl at North Woodside. Ownership of the mill
passed to Houldsworth in 1801 and, two years later, he began constructing a neposteagd cotton

mill in Cheapside Street, which proved to be among the largest mills operating in the Glasgow area.
When drawing up plans for powering his new O0Ander st
of James Watt. The new sstorey high mill in Cheapside Street measured 230 feet long and 40 feet
wide. Work was completed on the Cheapside Street mill in 1805. Incorporated into the supporting
framework of the building were iron pipes through which, steam to power the looms was passed. The
steampipes helped maintain a warm environment, not for the comfort of the workers, but beneficial to
the production of textiles. Whilst the ‘central heating' might have been welcome in the winter, | expect
during hot weather it would have been most uncomfortable.

By the | ate 1840s, ot her than Houdsworthdés O0OAnders
only one other cotton mill still operating in Anderston. Recognising that the demise of the textile industry

was not far off, Houldsworth opened a mechanics shop adjacent to his Cheapside Mill. This new
enterprise afforded him the opportunity of not only repairing his own machinery, but also of offering his

services to a wider clientele. In time the mechanics shop developed into awoiia which became

known as O6The Anderston Foundrybo. The 6Anderston Cc
eventually, like most of the other mills in the area, the building was pressed into service as a bonded
warehouse. The iron foundry remained in operation until around 1930.

Henry Houldsworth married Jane Richardson
1795 and shortly after their arrival in Glasgow 1
family took up residence in Cranstonhill mansic
a small villa that stood to the west of Anderst
village. The union of Henry and Jane produc
three sons, Henry, born in 1797, William w
born in 1798, and John, born at Cranstonhill
1807.

Within the grounds of Cranstonhill Estate wa:
Zoological Garden. Unfortunately, recorn
detailing the contents of the Zoo are somew
vague. When Anderston achieved Burgh statu
1824, Henry Houldsworth was elected as the 1
Provost. He served as Provost from 1824 u
1832 and again held the office between the ye
183739. His youngest son, John, also held
office of Provost from 1843 6 . Henr
John, was in fact the last Provost of the Bur
Anderston being annexed by Glasgow in 18
Between them, the Houldsworths held the off
of Provost of Anderston for thirteen of tf
Burgh's twentytwo year existence. Henry Houldsworth 1774 1853

Henry Houldsworth was a demanding employer who was not afraid of confrontation with his workforce.
During the mid1830s the weaving industry was experiencing a sharp decline in business due to foreign
imports; in an effort to reduce costs by forcing down wages, he offered employment to Irish immigrants
who were desperate for work and willing to accept low remuneration for their labours. In June 1837 a
long-running cottorspinners strike culminated in the death of an Irishman, employed at the Cheapside
Mill, who refused to support the strifaetion. Five men were arrested and sentenced to seven years
transportation for their part in the crime.

Aware that the cotton industry was going into decline Henry and his brother, Thomas, acquired the Estate
of Coltness, near Wishaw, in 1836, and two years later they established the Coltness Iron Works. In 1848,
at the age of sevenfpur, Henry still retained an interest in ironworks, opening the Dalmellington Iron
Company, at Dunaskin. Henry Houldsworth died at his Coltness home'b@a6ber 1853, and his

mortal remains were buried in the Churchyard of Dalmellington Old, near Wishaw.

Houl dsworthds youngest son, John, married Eliza Mui
a family of five children, three boys and two girls. John was described as-eesmdcted, evetempered
man who had a passion for the arts and sailing.



37

John Houldsworth was elected Provost of Anderston in 1843 and held the Office until 1846 when
Glasgow annexed the Burgh; he went on to become Senior Bailie of the City of Glasgow. John
Houldsworth purchased property at number 1 Park Terrace in 1857 and had plans to furnish the house in
the most elegant style imaginable but he died, in 1859, before the work was completed.

Apart from the mill in Cheapside Street, perhaps the most memorable monument of more recent times to

the Houldsworths was St. John's Episcopal Church. The church, opened in 1850, stood on the corner of
Houldsworth Street and Argyle Street and was known localy ash e E n g | .iTkeHirst@hisgter c h 6

of the church was Al ex Db6éorsey, principal teacher
congregation vacated the property, around 1959, the building was used as a joinery shop. The splendid
building was removed in July 1971. The only local reminder of the Houldsworths is the Cranstonhill
thoroughfare that bears the family name.

THE VERREVILLE

Patrick Colquhoun, ontme Lord Provost of Glasgow (17&2), in partnership with Cooksons of

Newcast !l e, established the 'Verreville Glass Works
designation is of French origin, meaning O0glass tow
production of fine flint crystal tablglass. Set amidst spacious green fields, Finnieston still maintained a

rural ambience at the time the glassworks was built. The factory was easily identifiable for miles around

due to its 120 feet tall corshaped chimney reaching up into the as yet, unpolluted clear blue sky.

John Geddes became involved with the Verreville around 1785, with the works eventually passing into

his control in 1802, at which time he also constructed a pottery to the south of the glassworks. Geddes and

his wife, Christian Robertson, lived in a large house adjacent to the factory. With Heepelawns and

| arge garden stretching down towards the Clyde, Gec
where he could watch his horses graze in the fields, just before the river. John Geddes was described as a

tall, handsome man, who was well known throughout Glasgow as Colonel of the Anderston Volunteers,

of whom we shall read presently.
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(Courtesy of Glaég.jow Univeréity Special Collections)

A View of Anderston from the Clyde c1827
This interesting drawing by James Hopkirk features the conical chimney of the Verreville Pottery on the left. The
|l arge building in the centre is Houldsworthdéds mill; in ¢t}

Grace Street originally ran between Stobcross Street and Finnieston Street, until the street name was
relocated to Cranstonhill in the late 1960s. The thoroughfare was named in memory of Geddes' young
daughter, Grace, who died of burns when her dress caught fire while dressing for a party one evening. It
is recorded that the death of the child was mourned throughout the community.

The Verreville exported produce to Europe as well to the American markets and in 1820 the production of
fine china and ornamentalare was added to that of glass and pottery. The Verreville was the first
factory to apply stearpower for grinding and engraving glass and earthenware in the Glasgow area.
Geddes remained with the Verreville until it was sold for £9,000 in 1835, to Robert A. Kidston, owner of
the Anderston Pottery. The firm changed hands several times until finally, in 1864, Robert Cochrane
procured the Verreville, in whose family the business remained until it was sold in 1918. At the height of
manufacture, being equal in design and quality to anything produced in Europe, wares from the Verreville
were much sought after and commanded exceedingly high prices.
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For over fifty years, three examples of 'Verreville Pottery' featured as an attraction at the People's Palace,
Glasgow Green. Following examination by experts, during November 1971, the articles attributed to
Verreville were in fact identified as O6Meissen Po
Apparently researchers had discovered several unrecorded Verreville trademarks. It was decided to
inspect the pieces on display at the People's Palace to see if they bore any of the newly discovered
trademarks. To the astonishment of all involved, the trademdtwmitrossed swordsévealed that the

items on display were not in fact Verreville, but
museum had been staring in awe at the beauty and quality of what was thought to be Verreville Pottery.

Much to the dismay of the curator of the People's Palace, the items were relocated to the Kelvingrove Art
Gallery and Museum. It is thought Iikely that the 0
owner of the Verreville, who had gathered the items as part of his private collection. When the articles of

pottery came up for auction, fifty years after Cochrane's death, it was merely assumed the pieces in
guestion were examples from the Verreville at Finnieston.

The Verreville occupied ground on the east side of Finnieston Street, a little to the south of the present
Clydeside Expressway. Offices and workshops of the Clan Shipping Line later occupied the site at 139
Finnieston Street. Archaeologists extensively surveyed the area during the summer of 2005 prior to the
construction of a commerci al devel opment . During e
recorded evidence of kilns and buildings associated with the Verreville Pottery. Other Potteries operating

within the district included, the Delftfield (1750823), the Lancefield or Anderston Pottery (188}

and the Hydepark Pottery (1834).

THE ANDERSTON VOLUNTEERS

When Britain went to war against France, Regiments of Volunteers were formed throughout the United

Kingdom as precaution against invasion. Among the Regiments formed were the Anderston Volunteers,

raised in 1803. The Regiment, part of th& Glasgow Battalion, was initially composed of eight

Companies, comprising of thistyvo officers and five hundred men, under the command of Colonel John

Geddes of the Verreville Pottery. Two officers of the Volunteers are named as Lieutenant Hugh Ross and

Maj or Richard Gillespie. Because of t hei Thebl ack wun
Anderstoow6Flwveepsgaral l ie Corpsb.

A report in the Glasgow Courier oftMay 1805 records an account of the presentation of a sword to Col.

Geddes by a number of his admirers. On this same occasion, Mrs Geddes presented the Volunteers with a

fine set of Colours comprising of the King's and the Regimental Colour. John Geddes was noted for his

martial bearing as he rode his black Arabian horse through Anderston. He was immortalised in the words
ofawellk nown street musician of the era, Alexander McD

Like the fiery god of war,

Col Geddes does advance,

On a black horse that belonged,
To the murdered King of France.

Contemporary reports suggest the O6Anderston Sweepsh?é
demonstrated in their general drill and discipline. The Anderston Volunteers were placed on duty one

month of every year and, in addition to their free uniforms, they received the same rate of pay as the

Regular Army. When the Volunteer system gave way to the Local Militia in 1808, the Anderston
Volunteers, then around nine hundred strong, becamé“tBedpany Lanarkshire Local Militia until the

system was disbanded in 1815.

The mortal remains of John Geddes lie buried in the Ramshorn Kirk Yard, Ingram Street. His family
tombstone, No. 36, can still be seen inserted on one of the perimeter walls, it reads simply:

In Memory of
John Geddes
of Verreville
and his family
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Anderston

THEN & NOW
PART THREE

LocAL CHURCHES

Prior to the 1970s churches played a prominent role in the life of local communities. In the early days, as
well as meeting spiritual needs and providing fellowship, the church was pivotal atadtips in
establishing schools and providing support to the needy. The structural life of Anderston began in the
1720s, but the first place of public worship did not materialise until almost fifty years later when, in 1770,
under the leadership of James Monteith, a property was erected on the north side of Main Street under the
title of Anderston Relief Church. Prior to the establishment of a local place of worship, many villagers
wishing to attend church services made their way to the Barony Parish Church in Glasgow. To reach the
6Baronyd, villagers had to trek up Bishop Street, (
Such a journey must have proved quite formidable when it is considered that there were no proper roads
and, during inclement weather, decent shelter would have been rather scarce. What follows is the story of
the founding of the first place of Christian worship in Anderston and of some of the others that followed.

ANDERSTON RELIEF CHURCH

The circumstances that resulted in the establishment of the first church in Anderston began one Sunday
morning in 1768, when thirtjour year old James Monteith and his wife were making their way to church

in Glasgow. Monteith, who was a weaver, was one of the most prosperous and enterprising men in
Anderston; he was also an elder in the Murgher Kirk, which met in the Havannah (Cathedral
Square), situated just off High Street. The couple hadn't travelled very far from their home in Anderston
until they were caught in a thunderstorm. Mrs Monteith was convalescing from an illness, so the couple
sought temporary shelter in the porch of the Tron Parish Church (Argyle Street). Being recognised by
some of the duty elders, the Monteiths were cordially invited to participate in the church service, an offer
they graciously accepted.

When word reached the Arliurgher Kirk that the Monteiths had been seen attending another church,
there was a great furore. After much debate, the-Buatgher Session decided that the only way of
absolving Monteith from his dreadful misdemeanour was for him to subn@htoch Discipline’ What

the prescribed punishment was is uncertain, whatever it was, Monteith declined to comply and, in so
doing, found his membership of the church severed. Records ddtddrifary 1769, show that Monteith
petitioned to have his sentence reviewed, but nothing came of it. Word soon spread that one of the most
respected men in Anderston had been forced from his church. John Ewing, an Anderston weaver, who
was an elder in Albion Street Relief Church, and another colleague, Joseph Neill were sympathetic to
Monteithés plight. The three men met and foll owing
within the Anderstoun community; before long ground was acquired on the north side of Main Street and
work got underway in erecting the first church building in Anderston.

Known as Anderston Relief Church, the building was officially dedicated BriNb®@ember 1770. The

first minister of the congregation was one of the three original founddomseph Neill, a man of
evangelical spirit and fervour. Unfortunately, Dr. Neill died just four years after his induction as minister
at Anderston; his short ministry was described as brief but brilliant.

Whilst the date of the opening of the church is given §sN®vember 1770, it is evident that a ready

made congregation was in existence prior to the building being erected. Records dating from 1769

indicate thatground was acquired from Mark Scott and disposed in favour of David Marshal, John Stobo,

William Robertson, Robert Thomson, James Mcllquhan, Gavin Miller, John Robertson, John Ewing and

James Monteith managers appointed for building a church and transacting its affairsdé The church building

was erected in what was describedas | arge dry well surrounded by a high v
a bur i alEntgyrtothenpdoperty, which was to be the only place of Christian worship in Anderston

for almost twentythree years, was from North Street.

James Stewart

The Rev. James Stewart succeeded Joseph Neill, in 1774, to become the second minister of Anderston. It
is of interest to note that the Rev. Stewart's annual salary amounted t8A®M8The total being made

up of a stipend Kefrot &0 0 c -@3m4sl,maentto®ES fortthe madnse, bread for

the sacraments, and a bun at New Year at a cost of fourteen shillings, amounting to a grand total of one
hundred and eight pounds, seven shillings andpeace.
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One of the Rev. Stewartds | egacies was the compil a
which earned Anderston Relief a place in history as the first Presbyterian denomination to produce a

Hymnal. The first five hundred copies of the new Hymn Book, published in 1786, was efitBetic r e d

Songs and Hymns on Various Passages o®Ofth8&&80i pture f
Hymns contained in the publication, among the better knowédree n | survey thandwondr ous
6How sweet the Name Tolielpsubs isshheds®@f &éThe Anderston H
who lived in nearby Whitehall Mansion. A descendant of Hugh Niven was the internationally known film

actor, David Niven, star of many films produced between 1940s and the 1980s.

The Reverend James Stewart, born at Dunblane in 1745, was reputed to have been an illegitimate son of
'‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’, a rumour that he neither confirmed nor denied. During his time as minister at
Anderston, he also served as Chaplain to the Anderston Volunteers. The Rev. Stewart died at the age of
74, on 4 June 1819, having served the people of Anderston for-fouryyears.

Dr. Gavin Struthers

The third minister of '"Anderston Relief' was Dr. G
demise in 1819. During Struthers ministry, it was felt that the original church building was in need of
alteration, so it was decided to partly demolish and remodel the property. David and Robert Napier, the
engineers, were elders of the church and in connection with the renovation work they manufactured iron
pillars as replacement for the original old wooden supports. As well as offering more comfortable
surroundings, the new building also had improved acoustics and a new approach road from Main Street.
Work began on remodelling the building in 1839, and during the elenatth refurbishment
programme, the congregation were invited to share accommodation and worship in the Secession Church
in Wellington Street. In fact, it was Dr. Mitchell of the Wellington Street Church who, BriréBruary

1840, assisted by Dr. French of Edinburgh, presided over tbpeming and dedication of the newly
refurbished church (this was the building that stood in Heddle Place until it was demolished in 1966 to
make way for the construction of the Kingston Road Bridge). In his sermon of'{ifeeBBuary 1840, the

Rev. Struthers referred to old Anderston and the people who lived there. Part of his text is as follows:

AiThe first generation were a very sober and pi ol
that in their younger days, family worship, both morning and evening, was universal,
and that at a certain hour, every door was closed and the village became as if by common
consent a hum of sweet Psalmistry. Amid the industrious population none were so rich as
to forget God, nor so poor as to be tempted to steal their neighbours' goods. Jealousy and
distrust were scarcely known in this happy neighbourhood, where all were acquainted with
each other, and where sympathy and charity if required, was readily bestowed".

Dr. Struthers went on to sadly report the degeneration of the times was largely due to the terrific rate at
which the population of Anderston had grown. Gavin Struthers died adulyt 1858 and was described

as a scholarly, publispirited man and an able evangelical preacher; he is remembered as the author of
"The History of the Relief Church'

A Dorcas Society was forme
in 1831, for the purpose c
helping the poor and need
The Society was composed
women of the church, wh
gathered together, to mal &
clothes or provide food fo |
the less fortunate.

The congregation establishe
a Sunday School in 1851, ar
eight years later, a futime g
day school was institutec

The day school was opene
in 1859 at a cost of £1,800 « =~
which, Robert Barclay, the
shipbuilder, who was also
member of the Andersto &%

congregation, donated fiv
hundred pounds. Anderston Old, Heddle Place c1961
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The designation of the church changed several times over the centuries, in 1770 it was known as
Anderston Relief, in 1847 Anderston U.P., 1900 Anderston U.F., until finally in 1930, it became known

as Anderston Old, a title which the congregation retained until the building was demolished in 1966 as

part of the aforementioned motorway plan. The ninth and last minister of the church was the Rev. H.A.D.
Alexander who, ministered at Anderston for over forty years. With the closure of the church, the
congregation united wit-handhef i meimbearsdi Anddr sSttan Mar
the new congregation of Anderston Parish Church, now known as Anderston Kelvingrove Parish Church.

The manse of the Relief Church survived until 1966 when, it too, was demolished. The manse was
originally a twostorey building that stood in Sawmill Court and was accessed from 492 Argyle Street. A
third storey was added to the building at a later date. The former manse was used as a workshop for the
blind c1914, thus earning the entrance to the courtyard the tildn e Bl i nd Mans 6 Pend’

il

Anderston Old, Heddle Place1958 The Manse of Anderston Old (1963)

OTHEDI SRUPTI ONO

Internal bickering is nothing new to the Church of Scotland. Disagreement over the excéidied

patrons, who may have built or funded a church, to select a minister, ultimately led to the secessions of

1733 and 1755 an action which brought into being n
O0Rel i ef Churcho. A century |l ater a dispute that cu
range of issues, once again including the rights of congregations to choose a minister. The schism of 1843

was much more serious than any previous dispute, resulting #thiodeof the ministers and half the
membership | eaving the Church of Scotl and. This | at
Scotl andbd. I'n Anderston the ministers of Brownfielc
Established Church.

The decision of those who oO6wal ked outd from the Na
short years, new buildings and schools were being e
energetic building programme helps explain the number of church properties dotted around the city today,

many of which are derelict. As will become clear the majority of local churches were either directly, or

indirectly, associated in some way with one another. The passage of time coupled tepoliticshed,

in 1900, to the Free Church uniting with the o6Unite
Free Church. Those Free Church congregations who did not embrace the denominational union of 1900
remained as the O6Free Chur c-hine gears I&er the maonitgd of (h€ont i nui
6United Free Churchesd6 rejoined the Church of Scot
affiliations of specific churches | have highlighted the various groups and factions in bold print.



42

WELLINGTON STREET CHURCH

Towards the close of 1792 residents of Anderston who were members of tHBukgiter Secession

Church in Havannah Street petitioned to have a church erected within their local community. Their desire

was granted when, on the' August 1793, a Secession Church under the title ofétles soci at e
Congr egat i on wasfcongeoratezl atd? Cheapside Street. This building, often referred to as

the 6Meeting Housebd, was capable of seating five h
Wellington Church on University Avenue. Dr. John Mitchell was ordained as the first minister of this,

the second church in Anderston.

The first marriage attributed to the Associate Congregation of Anderston was that of Margaret Young to
Henry Bell in 1794. Eighteen years later, in 1812, Bell created history by launchi@pthet, the first
seagoing steamship in the world. It is interesting to note that the connection withGhe ndeds dot

end here, the Captain of the steamship, Daniel McPhail, was buried in the churchyard in Cheapside Street,
and alongside him lay the mortal remains of James Macfarlan, poet, and Dr. John Love, of whom,
Lovedale, South Africa is named.

Services continued to be held in the Associate Congregation Meeting House until Stintidy, 1827,

following which, the congregation moved to newly built premises situated on the corner of Wellington
and Waterloo Street. The new building, designed by the celebrated architect, John Baird, had seating for
1,450 and was the largest U.P. Church in Glasgow. Described as a quiet, yet able exponent of the Gospel,
Dr. Mitchell, minister of theWellington Street congregation, died on $5January 1844. The old
Meeting House, in Cheapside Street, was demolished soon after the congregation vacated the property
and the ground lay vacant for about eight years, @ttiMark's Established Church was erected on
practically the same spot.

Under the auspices of thWellington Street Church, the congregation carried out considerable charity
work within the Anderston district. In 1839 a Dorcas Society was formed, and in 1851 a Sunday school
was opened in Catherine Street. In 1884 the Wellington Street congregation moved premises yet again,
this time to their present location on University Avenue, carrying with them th&Vigléengton Church.

When the Wellington Street property was sol d, t he
Waterl oo Rooms6é, which in time gave way to O6The Al nh
Al | an 6 3he Wallingtam congregation did not forget their Anderston roots and continued to support

Mission work in the area. One of the most notable aspects of their work was the erection of a large

building containing several halls and meeting rooms. Alexander Allan, of the Allan Shipping Line,
commissioned and presented the property to Wellington Church. The building, which stood at 185
Stobcross Street, became known appropriately enough

THE WATERLOO ROOMS & THE ALHAMBRA

Not l ong after the OWellington Congregationd r emo\
incident occurred in connection with the disposal of the vacant building in Wellington Street. Mr. Walter
Freer was engaged to survey the property for a potential buyer, he entered the premises alone one evening
and, during his tour of inspection, he ventured into the lower levels of the building. Whilst passing along

a dark passageway, a draught extinguished his candle, leaving him in complete darkness. His only source
of light gone, he panicked and moved briskly forward in the direction of a singular shaft of light.
Suddenly, he lost his foothold and plummeted some six d2et)([downwards. Regaining composure, he

felt around in the total darkness, eventually his fingers picked out the V@adsed to the memory of....".

The unfortunate surveyor had fallen into a tomb, left over from the former church. The property was
eventually purchased and Mr. Freer was none the worse for his 'grave' experience.
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The former church property was completely refurbish
that proved very popular for meetings and social gatherings. It is reputed that the first phonograph in
Scotland was demonstrated in the premises during Ap
pictureso. The Waterl oo Rooms were eventually sold
6The Al hambra Theatre6, opened in 1910.

Those who remember O0The Al hambr abt, with its revol vi
the various acts that performed there, not least, oftBel u e b ednd theGabulou4$siv@ Past Eight

S h o Wi .theatre was demolished in 1971 to make way for the modern office block that currently

occupies the site on Wellington Street.

ANDERSTON & &. PETER'S

In 1799 a Chapel of Ease, funded by public subscription, was opened in Clyde Street (later Clydeferry
Street). When the O6Auld Kirk!' petitioned for the e
eighteenth century) the population of Anderston was around five thousand souls. The first ordained

minister of theClyde Street Chapel of Easavas Dr. John Love who, prior to taking up his appointment

in Anderston, was secretary of the London Missionary Society (LMS), which he helped found in 1795.

Despite being described & thoroughly spiritual minded man and a powerful preachtbere was a

great deal of opposition to his election as minister of the church. Whatever opinions people may have

held, that did not discourage Dr. Love from devoting himself to the work of his congregation and of
spreading the Gospel.

Struthers, Mitchell and Love, the ministers of the three Anderston churches, worked together in complete
harmony and were all fervent supporters of the Glasgow Missionary Society (GMS), founded in 1796. It
was through Dr. Lovebds commit ment and enthusiasm
Lovedale, a town in South Africa, was eventually named in his honour. Dr. Love died @e¢&mber
1825, a year after the founding of the first settlement in Cape Colony (Cape Province), South Africa.
Worn out by a combination of his labours in Anderston and his work on behalf of the GMS; it was
particularly fitting that one of the missionaries working at Incehra in Africa wrote soon after Dr. Love's
death:

"We think it the very least tribute of respect due from us to the late Dr. Love,

that able minister of the New Testament and zealous promoter of the Mission

in Caffraria. We have therefore dropped its former name Incehra, and have called

it Lovedale in memory of John Love of Anderston."

Anderston Free:

On the Sunday following the 'Disruption of 1843', Dr. Alexander Somerville, on completion of his
sermon, left theClyde Street Church (Chapel of Ease), still in his robes, followed by most of the
congregation. The dissenters held church services in Catherine Street School under the auspices of
Anderston Free Churchuntil 1849, when their new church premises in Cadogan Street were opened.
The congregation remained in Cadogan Street until 1878 when they again moved, this time to new
premises on the eastern edge of University Avenue. The new church, in time, became known as
Gilmorehill Church until the charge was dissolved in 1959; the University of Glasgow now owns the
former church property. It is interesting to note that both Wellington and Anderston Free began life only a
street apart, they then relocated eastwards where they operated in close proximity. Finally, both
congregations moved westwards, to Gilmorehill, where both buildings now stand only one hundred yards
apart.

St . Peter 6s:

Expansion of the Central Station caused the congregation of St. Peter's (established as a Chapel of Ease in
1836) to vacate their Oswald Street property in 1904. Still retaining the titl® tof. Peheer 6s,
congregation united witlBrownfield Est. Church in Brown Street (Brownfield Church, founded in

1835, had earlier been reduced t o a Mi ssi on St ati
Anderston (St. Martin's) in 1951 to formAnderston & St. Peters The f or mer St . Peter @
6872 Oswal d Street was converted into O6Wi |l sonbs Zoo(

to generate interest until the property was demolished in 1963.

St. Peterds Free:

Anot her congregation that evol v®td R eotnd8&,swvhoreeteer 0 s
met at 55 Mains Street (Blythswood Street). The congregation united in 1908 with Geortge 6s U. F.
becomeSt . Geor geds &whdse premiBes steod &t $37 BldeFlie Street. A congregation

meeting under the auspices of fBeginal Secession Churchtook up residence in the property at 55

Blythswood Street and held Services there until the building was demolished during the early 1960s.
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Broomielaw Free:

A congregation that ev ®loomeldw Rreewhmmedin CarribkeSt. @€866).s Fr ee

This church was reduced to a Mission, operating under the auspBezoafielaw U.F., and was run by
students from the United Free College. Broomielaw U.F. unitedsvtth.  Ma r nd%29. We s t

Anderston & St. Peter ds:

The split of 1843 was not the end of @lyde Street Church'stroubles, six years later, on th& Blay

1849, the property, which was originally established as a Chapel of Ease in 1799, was badly damaged by
fire which spread from an adjacent sugar refinery. A long running insurance dispute followed, however,
despite their problems, the congregation remained intact and, in 1864, having gathered enough money
they erected a new building at the gushet of St. Vincent Street and Argyle Street. The new property,
completed in 1865, was known @&sderston Parish Church. The building was particularly ornate;

being built of white sandstone inlaid with bandings of red sandstone; placed above the main entrance was
an effigy of Dr. John Love, minister of the first congregation who met in 1799 (Clyde St. Chapel of Ease).

The first minister called to the new Anderston Parish Church was John Marshal Lang, a distinguished

V

preacher of t hat er a. Lang6s t hree sons al | hel c

denominations. The eldest son, Cosmo Gordon Lang, became Archbishop of Canterbury, the second son,
became a Bishop in the Church of England, while the youngest became Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Anderston Parish Church had the distinction of bei

use a pipe organ during public worship. The designation of the congregation was changed in 1929 to

n

Anderston (St. Martin's) wi t h the title 06St. Martindsd intentio

distinguish the congregation from that of other Anderston churches. In 1951 the congregations of
Anderston (St. MartindsAndeard ot .& FBdt e rP@ed eurbist. ed

When Anderston & St. Peterds closed in 1968 the
been relocatedt8 t . Bri de 6 s EipHysdamdpTad effigy lofiDr. lcoke that once adorned a
roundel above the main entrance of Anderston & St. Peter's was also safely removed during demolition
work in 1971, and transported to Lovedale, South Africa, where it serves as a reminder of the debt owed
to Dr. John Love of Anderston. The last cleric to hold the charge of Anderston & St. Peter's was the Rev.
Gordon Milne Ewan, who died during August 1969. The former congregaticindérston & St.

P e t emowdmms part oAnderston Kelvingrove Parish Church

...7:3(”"';%% i

Anderston & St. Peteros (1966)
This fine property, opened in 1865, stood on the gushet of Argyle Street and St. Vincent Street.
The roundel above the main entrance featured an effigy of Dr. John Love.

(0]

(
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St. MARK'S-L ANCEFIELD

A new church building was erected, in 1835, on the site of Dr. Mitchell's Secession Church in Cheapside
Street, of which only the burial yard remained. The new church, callédark's, was originally opened

as a Chapel of Ease and did not become a Parish Church until 1863, by which time the congregation had
erected a new building on the same site.

The Houldsworth family commissioned an exsize stainedjlass window, which they intended
donating to Glasgow Cathedral, however, the authorities rejected the offer as they considered the style of
the glass was not in keeping with that of the other steghess windows within the Cathedral. The

rejected window was offered to St. Mar kés, where it
built in Cheapside Street (completed in 1863). St .
charge was dissolved in 1959.

St . Mar kés Free:

During the Disruption of 1843 that wracked the Church of Scotland, the majority of the congregation of

St . Mar kés disassociated themselves freemmrodhe Nati o

property in Cheapside Street. Uniting with some former membdsoginfield Church (Brown Street),

who had also turned their back of the Established Church, the two groups decided to meet for services
under the title ofSt . Ma r kléd due Eourgeehe unified congregation erected a fine Gstylie

building (1850) on Argyle Street, near the junction of Cranston Street. An architect of the time wrote:

"The congregation of St. Mark's Free are to build on the south side of Main Street,
a church with a spire one hundred and seventy feet high with a clock and bell.
This erection will be a striking feature in the picturesque appearance of our
leading thoroughfare. It will relieve the monotonous line of the square masses
of masonry in that direction and, moreover, if there be any dependence on the
old prophecy which says, "Cranstonhill will one day be the centre of Glasgow",
the new St. Mark's may yet be dignified as the Cross steeple of Glasgow".

Adjacent to St. Mark's Free was a large open fi
considered by locals to be 'free ground' on wt
they could hang out their washing, sheep cc
graze, and children could play undisturbed.

In 1900 the church changed its designatiorSto
Ma r k & sThdkongregation was strengthenec
1929 with the arrival of members fro
Broomielaw U.F. Mission, Carrick Street
(founded 1861), causi
to be changed yet again, this time 36 Mark's
West.

A Mission in Lancefield Street that was under 1
care ofWellington Church became so strong ths
in 1875, it was raised to futtharge under the
auspices ofCranstonhill U.P. This congregatior
became known alancefield U.F.in 1900, and in
1931 united withSt. Mark's West to form St.
Mark's -Lancefield.

St . Mancéfiélds Argyle Street c1960
A few weeks prior to Christmas each year an enorrr
Christmas tree, fully decorated, was positioned ab
the main entrance to the church. As well as brighter
up the locality the presence of the tree heightened
awareness of Christmas among local children.

The Dedication Service and the laying of the Foundation Stone of thé\nderston Parish Church

was held in St. Mark'sancefield Church in 1966. The three congregations of Anderston Old, Anderston
& St. Peter's, and St. Marksancefield united to form the congregation of the new Anderston Parish
Church when it opened in 1968. The Rev. Archie Russell, former minister of St. {Maricsfield was
given charge of the spiritual welfare of the new congregation. St. Maakisefield, in Argyle Street was
demolished during September and November 1969.



46

THE MITCHELL CONGREGATION

Shortly after the congregation &t . Ma r watated theireCheapside Street premises in 1850, to

move to a new site on Argyle Street, an independent group (including a faction from Wellington Street
Church) who had been meeting in the Temperance Hall
Street School (1855) erected a new building adjacer

title of 'Mitchell U.P. C h u r d@tedhurch was named in memory of the late Dr. Mitchell, minister of
the church that had earlier occupied the site (1793).

In 1873 the 'Mitchell Congregation' erected premises at 12 Breadalbane Street underShaditferd

U.P., changing toSandyford U.F.in 1900. The congregation moved in 1914 to Novar Drive and became

Hyndland U.F. When the Sandyford congregation vacated the premises in 1914 another group, whose
building in Kent Road was condemned, movéVdsti nto t he
UF6 The West u. F. congregation occupied the Breada
after their departure, the building was converted intoGhave Cinema Many years later the building

was adapted as a O0Boxi ng 'GxaveStadiom'. atrthe tinted¢he property k nown a-
was destroyed by fire, during November 1969, a firm

SSMATTHEWS S

A congregation who gathered under the auspicéd/edt Bath Street Independent Churcherected a

fine gothicstyle property in 1850, at 256 Bath Street, on the corner of Holland Street. When the
congregation ofBlythswood Est. (formed in 1875) moved into the Bath Street property, the church
became known alythswood Parish

St . Ma t fauhdedwrd1837, originally met in premises at 76 North Street, on the corner of William
Street. The congregation left their William Street property in 1925 and united with the congregation of
Blythswood Parishto formS't . Mat t h e w éAcorgregatiomvehavroertdinder the designation

of Renfield St. Stephensiow occupy the property.

St . Matt hewds Free:

As a result of the O6Di sruption oSt .18Matdét hamswdrse aFkraewea
formed. The congregation erected a church at 15 Kent Road in 1844, and seven years later, moved to 357

Bath Street. When the Bath Street property was destroyed by fire, in 1952, the church relocated to the
Knightswood area to form part ofthee t her t on Sdongredatioh.t he wd s

Cranstonhill Free:

St . Ma t t heesgtddl & MiBsiom School on the north side of Main Street around 1847 -diférty

years later, in 1878, the Mission congregation opened a church in Hill Street (Guest Street) under the title
Cranstonhill Free. In 1900 the church operated under the auspgirasstonhill U.F., the designation

was again changed in 1931 @entral U.F.. Elizabeth Barr, daughter of the Rev. Jimmy Barr, one time
Labour MP for Coatbridge, was the last minister to serve the congregation. The building was vacated in
1960 and lay derelict for many years prior to its demolition in 1968.

Cranstonhill U.P.
(Erected 1887 i
demolished 1968) i :

This substantial property | T %
pictured just prior to |
demolition in 1970, stooc &
on the east side @
Lancefield Street.

The property was vacate
when the congregatio
united, in 1939, with St
Mar k6s West
Ma r #aneefield.

The building was user
latterly for commercial §
purposes.
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KELVINGROVE CHURCH

In 1849, under the patronage 8ft . Mat t h@5viKest Rdad),
Robert Dunlop, known as thé Si ngi n g wad taskede witE
establishing a day school in a cottage at the fodBi@ice Streetnear
Stobcross Street. In those days Grace Street was a long n
thoroughfare, running northwards from Stobcross Street, before turn
right angles, down a steep hill into Finnieston Street.

Robert Dunlop was described as being around five feet seven incl
height, of stocky build and bolegged. He had sharp penetrating eye |
black beard and, although a strict disciplinarian, the local children %
very fond of him. Mr. Dunlop devised a scheme to provide children w |
musical education and is credited as being the first person to introdu

1 H 3 H i _V i
Tonic SolF a lsy&tem into Glasgow schools. Robert Dunlop

Such was the success of the Mission School that, three years after its foundation (1849), a larger building

was required. The cost of the new school, erected in Grace Street, was paid for partly by Free St.

Matt hewds and partly by | ocal resident s. School fee
pay. The cost of the fees ranged between-faunce, and one shilling and fepence, for local families

rising to two shillings and sixpence to five shillings per quarter for children from outwith the Finnieston

area. Families with more than one child attending the school paid a reduced fee; no contribution was
expected from children of unemployed parents.

Mr. Dunlop and his band of workers decide
now that the local children were attending 1
day school in droves, they should target

parents, and so, the day school was turned ir
Mission School and Church in the evenings. 1
Mission met with the same success as the
school and before long thoughts were turning
the erection of a Opr

i

FINNIESTON FREE:

Following a meeting with the elders Bfee St.
Matthew's (which by this time had removed 1
357 Bath St.) it was decided to erect a chu
near the top of Finnieston Street, at the fool
Havelock Street (Houldsworth Street). The n
church known aginnieston Freewas opened ir
1856 and the first minister called to the cha
was an outstanding preacher of the timthe
Rev. Andrew Bonar, who was mentor to the R
Robert Murray McCheyne. The Rev. Bonar w
also a loyal supporter of the Americ:
Evangelist, D.L. Moody, who was invited 1
preach at Finnieston Free.

Within two years of commencing his ministry
Finnieston the Rev. Bonar was attracting Grace Street Mission
congregation of up to 500 people each week.

Mr . Bonards preaching wa s henisited lcxa factotieg and lusnunéhttme d t o t h
meetings at Thomsonés Foundry (169 Finnieston Strq
wor ker s. During Rev. Bonards ministry the congregat

three day schools within the locality (Grace St., Elliot St., and Argyle St.)

When Alexander MacKeith, an elder of the church, along with three helpers, decided to form a branch of
the6 Gl asgow Foundry Boya theGree Strget Mission Sallcin £86%, aver 150 boys
enrolled; before long, membership had increased to over 300. Alex. MacKeith was also a founder of the
world-famous Tent Hall, in the Saltmarket. Another member of Finnieston Free, Robert G. Munsie,
established theAr t i zands @ol2 Jevibt Stkeat| Kelvinhaugh, in 1891, and here great
evangelical work was faithfully carried out until the Mission was forced to close in 1971.
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By early 1870 it had become clear to the member:
Finnieston Free that a new church building was requi
A committee was set up to consider options and se
for a suitable site. In June 1875 a plot of land on De
Street near Kelvingrove Park was purchased. The
church, retaining the name Finnieston Free, and desi
in the classical style, was opened dh¥cember 1878
Etched in the stonework above the main entrance w
Hebrew text from Proverbs Chapter 11 v 30:

020 MwsI mpo

(He who wins souls is wise)

Opposite: At the time the photograph was taken (Janu.
2004) the former Kelvingrove Church property was being u
as a recording studio.

As well as maintaining an interest and supporting the work of missionaries in foreign lands a humber of
the Finnieston congregation heeded the call to serve in the mission fields of China, Africa, India,
Morocco, Egypt and Sudan.

During the early hours of ¥B14" March 1941 Finnieston Church suffered damage when a landmine,
dropped from a German bomber, exploded in Kelvingrove Park. The explosion damaged the bridge on
Kelvin Way, brought down the ceiling and blew in the windows of the church and as well as causing
similar damage to surrounding tenement homes.

CLAREMONT U.P.

Some members of the United Presbyterian Church desirous of erecting a new church property purchased a
piece of ground, in 1854, from John Fleming owner of Claremont Estate. The new building, situated on
the northern part of Claremont Street, was completed in 1856 and the church was appropriately named
Claremont U.P.. The first minister called to serve the new congregation was Rev. Alexander McEwan
M.A.. Included in the building was an organ, the first such instrument to be installed in a Presbyterian
church, however, permission to use the instrument during worship was not granted until 1873.

The congregation of Claremont U.P. was drawn mainly from the professional clagszsrs, lawyers,
teachers etc. Spurred on by missionary zeal the congregation began outreach work in the poorer
neighbouring areas of Kelvinhaugh and Finnieston.

Shortly after the police vacated their premises in Warroch St., the Claremont U.P. congregation purchased

the property, demolished the old building and erected a Mission Hall. Opened in 186&r#raont

U.P. Missioncarried out tremendous evangelical work within the Anderston area. Organisations included

a Sunday School, Bi bl e CIlass, and meetings for won
Company. Many influential people were involved in the work of the Mission, one such example is Hugh

Reid (of N.B. Loco fame) who, as a young man, was Captain ofttiasgow BB Company.

The first union of the Claremont congregation came about when a nearby cBaltdge and

Kelvingrove, was consumed by fire in 1925. The roof of College and Kelvingrove building was set alight

by airborne embers from the conflagration that destroyed the Kelvin Hall. The two chweles

officially united in 1927. Thirty years later (1957) the congregatiors of . Georgeds and St.
(Elderslie Street) joined with Claremont.

KELVINGROVE CHURCH

The sudden death, in 1964, of the Rev. W. Jardine Weir, minis@ammont, coupled with a vacancy

in the pulpit ofFinniestonled to the decision to unite the two congregatidhe following year the name

of the united congregation was changedédvingrove. Shortly after the union the vacated Claremont
property showed signs of structural defect and had to be demolished. The site of Claremont Church is
currently occupied by an office block.
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The former charges that made up Kedvingrove congregation includedzinnieston Free; Claremont
u. P.; Coll ege Free; Kelvingrove U.P.; KeJamd nhaugh |
St. Pet.erbds Free

When Kelvingrove Church finally closed in 1978, the congregation united wfthderston Parish

Church to form Anderston Kelvingrove Parish Church.Soon after the congregatio
vacant Kelvingrove building was converted into a recording studio. Following closure of the studio

(2005) the property was converted into luxury flats under the titeléfe | vi ngr ove Mansi onso

GRACE STREET MISSION

The Mission in Grace Street, founded in 1849, continued to serve the local community for over one

hundred years and, in the days before dining rooms were an integral part of school buildings, the hall of

the Mission served as the O6dinner school d for pupil
was formed in 1925 and five years later, in an attempt to encourage the unemployed to attend religious

gat herings, the first o6Muffler Meetingsd were held
organisers, wore mufflers (scarves), this was to disguise the fact that many of the unemployed had neither
shirts nor decent 6Sunday <clothesbd. The men atteni

entertainment before the evening was rounded off with a suitable Gospel message.

When Walter McAllister, the fultime voluntary missionary retired, in the early 1950s, he was succeeded

by his son, Gavin, and Jimmy Arlow, who continued the work. Grace Street Mission remained active in
the district right up until their property was demolished in 1958 as part of the Anderston Redevelopment
Programme. When the building was being dismantled the bell was carefully removed and donated to
Kincourth Church, Deeside. Immediately after the Mission closed, Mrs McDonald, the former hall
keeper, opened her home for evening meetings, until a shop at 64 Grace Street was acquired and turned
into a temporary Mission Hall.

Great emphasis was placed on childrends ministry an
to redevelopment, Sunday School attendance attracted in the region of one hundred children. Due to the

large numbers of children attending meetings Gavin McAllister approached the education authorities

seeking permission to hold Sunday school in Finnieston School. Consent was granted and meetings
continued at the school until around 1962, by which time most families had beensed outside the

locality. Former members of the Grace Street Mission, who remained in the area, began attending
servicesinThe Foundry Bvbep shop pMinises were racquired at 8 Minerva Street. At the

time of writing, the former Foundry Boysd Minerva ¢
of Finnieston Evangelical Church The changing face of the neighbourhood is reflected in that fact that

the church now mainly serves members of the local Asian community; the one constant factor is Gavin
McAllister who, at 87years of age, is still actively carrying on the role of Pastor.

ANDERSTON KELVINGROVE PARISH CHURCH
Erected on a wedge of land fram
by Argyle St., Cranston St. and wh
was once Guest St., the pyrami
shaped copper roof oAnderston

Parish Church, opened in 1968
presented a striking feature agait
the unimaginative architecture of tt
new housing stock erected durit
the 1970s. With a fine suite of hal
and meetingooms the new churct
was designed with service to tt :
community very much in mind B
Following union withKelvingrove 88
Church in 1978, the designation ¢
the new church was changed

Anderston Kelvingrove Parish
Church.

Anderston Kelvingrove Church, Argyle Street (January 2004

At present, a total of fourteen former full charges, and at least three Mission congregations, have, over the
last century and a half, united in one way or another, to form the present Anderston Kelvingrove Parish
Church.
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St. PATRICK'S R.C. CHURCH

With its close proximity to the Clyde and the need for cheap labour Anderston, during the 1830s, was an
ideal location for Irish immigrants. Within a short period of time, the influx of Irish and Highland
incomers exacerbated the critical problems of overcrowding in the already poor housing conditions
prevalent throughout the area.

A great deal of antagonism was displayed specifically towards the Irish immigrants who, were viewed
with suspicion and mistrust throughout central Scotland. Weavers in particular, were vehement in their
objection to the Irish incomers whose very presence threatened the security of jobs, and often resulted in
the lowering of wages. Despite the fierce opposition to Irish Catholic emancipation, the Rev. Gavin
Struthers, minister oAnderston Relief Church, appears to have had a more enlightened attitude towards
the Irish settlers. Against all the odds he was a staunch supporter of their emancipation and integration
into the local community.

Roman Catholicism in Anderston, as with much of Glasgow, had small beginnings. For example, in 1780
records indicate that there were only a few Roman Catholics who had neither priest nor chapel. From the
1830s onwards, thousands of Irish settlers were arriving in Glasgow annually. Prior to the establishment
of a chapel in Anderston, people of the Roman Catholic faith wishing to attend Mass, had to journey to
Saint Andrew's R.C. Cathedralon Clyde Street.

In the face of strong opposition, ground was feued, on the edge of Cranstonhill Estate, from the
Houldsworths, and in November 18%gt, Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, with seating for around

eight hundred people, was opened on west side of Hill Street (Guest Street). The congregation of St.
Patrickoés at this time was composed mainly of |
first Catholic Church in Anderston was Patrick Hanley, an Irishman, born in Limerick dfag 1818.

Looking back on history, it is not unreasonable to suggest that when Houldsworth feued the property on
Cranstonhill, he was perhaps, not so much sympathetic to Catholic emancipation, as he was to ensuring
that his factory would be kept supplied with cheap Irish labour. During this particular period,
Houldsworth employed over three hundredpaid Irish immigrants at his mill in Cheapside Street.

The presen$t. Patrick's Church was erected on the site of the Blythswood Foundry, which stood on the
southern corner of William Street and North Street. The foundation stonst.oPat's, as it is
affectionately known, was laid appropriately enough, on Saint Patrick's DAydth 1896. The new
building was completed and ready for occupancy ddine 1898. The following story is told regarding

the opening ceremony, whet her it is true or not

composed of two distinct factions, the native Scots, and the Irish immigrants. Apparently there was clear
division among members of the congregation during the period of the official opening. The Irish members
insisted that an Irish priest should dedicate the chapel, while the Scots wanted the priest originally
detailed to oversee the ceremony. The indigenous Scots got their wish, and the church was duly
consecrated. However, later that day, the Irish adherents also had the church dedicated, by their preferred
priest. As earlier stated, | don't know if there is any substance to the story, but, if there is, 'St. Pat's' must
be one of the few churches to have been dedicated twice on the same day!

St . Patrick©os
(Opened 1896)

This 1968 photograph, with girder
in the foreground, demonstrate
clearly the proximity of constructiol g
work on the Kingston Bridge and M |

Motorway.

r

St . Pat s narrowly missed being swall owed wup 1in

making it now the oldest surviving place of Christian worship in Anderston proper. Road realignment

meant that a portion of the pavement and main approach to 'St. Pat's' had to be altered. The entrance to the

chapel is but a few short steps from North Street, nowadays a busy road serving both-ganap foffm
the Kingston Bridge and a feeder road between Argyle Street and St. Vincent Street.

s h

h
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The Boy Scout Movement was founded in 1907 and the first Catholic Scout Troop in Anderston was

started in 1921, under the title "8&lasgow Troop. The Troop reached its zenith during the 1950s

although membership seldom exceeded thirty. The boys enjoyed patrticipating in all the usual Scouting
activities such as weekend camping and football. It is claimed that a member of' tGéa8Gow Scout

Troop was the first holder of the Kingds Scout Awar
like most youth organisations, despite great efforts, tHe @Bsgow Scout Troop declined into a

somewhat patchy existence, finally ceasing to operate sometime during the 1970s.

St . Patrickds became the centre of a brutal mur der
body of a young Polish student, who had been frequenting the church, was discovered hidden within the
sanctuary. A sixtyyear old male who had been carrying out -gulus around the property was charged

with the murder. During the murder investigation certain details relating to the behaviour of the parish
priest came to |light forcing his resignation. St .
police investigation and throughout this period <ch
Cathedral, Clyde Street.

OTHER CHURCHES

It is extremely difficult to follow exactly the development of local churches due to church expansion,
unions and internal disagreement. Suffice to say, that within Anderston, there were more that 30 church
buildings and over twelve Mission Halls, the majority of which were either directly, or indirectly,
connected with each other. As well as the major churches in the area there were also a number of smaller
religious denominations that played a significant role in the spiritual life and welfare of the community.

Among the churches in the area not already mentioned was e ot s | n, d @gm@nindtienn t 6

founded by David Dale. Finding their original premises, 6h€ a n d | e in &reyfriird Wynd too

small, the congregation erected larger premises-&6683swald Street in 1837 under the title of h® 1 d

Scots | nde p e.nThie comgredation weecehstill holding meetings in the Christian Institute,

Bothwell Street, during the 1950s. Other congregations inclddggle Free (Gaelic in Oswald Street

(1847); Mains Street, United Original SecessionBlythswood Street (18375t . Johndsm Episcop:
Houldsworth Street (1850), aftown Street Congregational(183041).

The Congregation of Christian Disciplesmet in North Hanover Street in 1837 before moving to 41
Brown Street where they remained from 1859 until 1897. The congregation moved to Shawlands where
they still meet under the designation of @leurch of Christ.

A faction from theEmmanuel Congregationa] who originally met in Blackie Street, Overnewton,
began holding meetings in the Mulberry Bank Hall, Finnieston (1891), they later moved to a new building
in Stewartville Street, Partick.

MISSION HALLS

The Mission Halls in Anderston, not already listed, inclu@aremont U.P. who met at 15 Warroch
Street; Wellington U.P. who had a Mission at 25 Piccadilly Stre&t. Vincent Street U.P.whose
premises were at 218 Holm Stred@prkeley Street U.P. met in Richard StreetElgin Place
Congregationalmet at 12 Bishop Street, and tWiéssion to Seamernwho met in York Street.

FREE ANDERSTON MISSION
Foll owing the 0
dissenting members afC1 y d e
Ch u r ¢ofigihally established as
Chapel of Ease in 1799) formed
independent congregation under t
auspi ce gree oAnderston
C h u r.dlre&ongregation opened
Mission Hall at 33 Clyde Street i
1851. The name Clyde Street w
later changed to that of Clydefer
Street.

Free Anderston Mission Hall c1880
(Picture by kind permission of Glasgow
University Archive Services)
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THE SALVATION ARMY

William Booth founded the Salvation Army Movement in 1865, but it was to be fourteen years before the
Organisation took root in Scotland. Anderston has the distinction of being the birthplace of the Salvation

Army north of the Border. The first Cor ps, or 0 Nu |
inaugural meetings under the leadership of Captain Black, on MaftHL &9, on a site currently

occupied by housing at 64319 Argyle Street.

The Salvation Army opened"Mapr04ron thé mothesids of drgyleCi t a d e |
Street (724), directly opposite St. Markancefield Church. Forming either side of the main entrance
were six foundation stones, placed one on top of the other and bearing suitable inscriptions, laid by
eminent celebrities of the time. From their Citadel the 'Army' grew in strength and, in 1910, afiveenty

strong Silver Band was formed to lead the Praise. The average Sunday Service found the Citadel packed
with well over one hundred people, plus of course the Silver Band and Choristers; the Evening Services
enjoyed an even larger attendance. The Sunday School could boast a membership in excess of one
hundred and fifty children. Many young people who progressed through the Sunday School would one
day carry on the work of the Movement. Perhaps the most prominent local person, in terms of rank at any
rate, was John McMillan who, after devoting his life to the Organisation and serving in various parts of
the world, attained the rank of Chief of Staff of the entire worldwide Movement.

In the early days, the Officers of the Anderston Corps had many unusual, if not strange, methods of
presenting the Gospel. | was informed of one Captain who preached from a coffin, and of another who
expounded the Gospel whilst riding a bicycle. At one time the Anderston Citadel had what was
considered to be the finest choir or, Songster Brigade, in the country; during the 1920s, ifieesixty
strong mixeechoir was chosen to represent Scotland at a National Choral Competition held at Crystal
Palace, London.

A 06Goodwi || Centred was opened in 1925 on the <cor
'‘Goodwill Centres' were originally referred to '&um Poststeflecting the status of the areas in which

the work was carried out. Many older Anderston residents were able to 'TéealSlum Sisterslady

officers who volunteered their spaime and service to staff the Centre. Work carried out from the
6Goodwi || Centred mainly consisted of providing mesz:
and infirm. The'Slum Sistershever missed an opportunity to give encouragement and share the Gospel

with the poor and less fortunate. In later years'8tem Posttitle was replaced with the designation

'‘Goodwill Centre'.

In 1927 the 06Goodwill Centred relocated from the
Mc Al pine Street. Redevel opment in 1967 forced the 6
up Argyle Street, near tie F i s h. TReg agdirbhad to move a year or so later to the Citadel, until that

too, was demolished in 1969. A new Salvation Army Scottish Headquarters, adjacent to Anderston
Kelvingrove Church, was opened in 1972 on Cranstonhill. When the Movement celebrated its Centenary

in Scotland, in 1979, the Anderston Corps of the Salvation Army paraded down Argyle Street, from

Radnor Street, led by the Brass Band oft @lasgow Company of The Boys' Brigade, one of the

Anderston Companies originally formed in 1886.

THE SEAMEN'S BETHEL

The story of O6The Bethel' had 6 Mar rmiempdpckeRitatalhgés when
Broomielaw on March %71821. The Captain of the ship, a devout Christian, hoisted a blue flag with the

word 'Bethel, meaningb Ho u s e prifited @Gerebd. He announced to the general public milling

around the harbour that he intended holding Gospel Meetings on the ship each Sunday morning and that
everyone was cordially invited. In those days the Clyde was heavily congested with ships bringing goods

from abroad as well as taking away local produce for export. When Sunday came, not only seamen

arrived at the dockside to take part in the service, members of the public, curious to see what was going

on came along. The outcome of those meetings was the realisation of the need of a place to which sailors

could turn for help, both physical and spiritual.

Archibald Kay, a cabinetmaker, who had premises on Anderston Walk (Argyle Street), offered to
continue the mission work after tbeMo r n i rhad se saih Retruiting the assistance of some friends,
they faithfully visited the ships berthed at the Broomielaw, inviting the crews to attend Gospel Meetings
in his joinery workshop. Those who attended the Services were seated on planks of wood that would
perhaps be made into furniture the next day. From those humble origins, began a chain of events that
ultimately led to a meeting, held in the Trades House, Glassford Street!"dnay31822. The meeting
resolved to formThe Glasgow Seamen's Friendly Society' (G.S.F.S.).The object of the Society was the
promotion of the temporal and spiritual interests of seamen and their families.
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The inaugural meeting of the G.S.F.S. v
held in a Riding School in York Stree
later moving to a room in the old Delftfiel
Pottery. The Delftfield premises soc
proved too small and, accordingly, on™
May 1823, at the Annual General Meetil
of the G.S.F.S. it was resolved to erec
Mariner's Chapel near the harbour. Grot
was acquired in Brown Street, and by I
1824, work on the new building, wit
accommodation for six hundred peog
was complete. The chapel was officia
opened on 27 March 1825 and sool
became known throughout the district
'"The Seamen' s Bet

Bet hel 6. As wel |l e
mid-week Bible Study the Bethel had :
active Sunday School that proved popu
with local children.

Opposite: The Seamends B
Brown Street (1969)

The Seamends Bet he
with the Sailorés
150 Broomielaw and whose premises wi
demolished in 1971.

The'Good Ship Ebenezewas a smallclinkebui | t boat built in 1886 and us:
Missionaries out to ships anchored in altyde. At Christmas the vessel was used to distribute gifts to

the crews of the ships anchored in the harbour. When the craft became redundant it was presented fully
rigged and ready for sea to 6The Bethel'. The Seame
the world, retained the original building in Brown Street, near the Broomielaw, until it too fell victim of

the demolition squads during the 1970s.

The Seamends Bethel and Mission (1970)
This property was situated on the corner of Brown Street and the Broomielaw.
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L OCAL SCHOOLS

In the aftermath of the Reformation it was the responsibility of every Parish Church to establish a school

within the local community. Near the beginning of the 1800s the ministers of the three Anderston
churches agreed to set up a Parochial School in North St. where the children of indigent parents could be

taught to read and write. The congregation of Wellington Street Church sponsored a school in Bishop St.,

in 1805, forthdic o mmon educati on of 't he c Thelsame eongregationt he poo
opened a second school in 1807, in Piccadilly St., erected at a cost of £1,470. Brownfield Established

Church opened a school adjoining their Brown St. property in 1838. The original church (Anderston

Relief) sponsored a congregational school in 1823 and, tveégity years later (1851) opened a Sunday

School and a day school for destitute children. Robert Barclay, the shipbuilder, who was a member of
Anderston Relief, provided funding for the establishment of an Academy, opened in Church Place in
1859. The Academy was known |l ocally as O6Al exander 6s

An independent school established in 1810 stood in a courtyard that could be accessed from either, 425

Argyle Street or, 82 McAlpine Street. Very little is known of the school, however, it is reasonable to
assume that it was the building referred to as 01
t horoughfare |listed as 'College Streetd (now Cri me
male and female pupils and on the front of the building, in large bold letters, was the inscNjption,

British System of Education'. A Bible passage was read during morning assembly; indeed, the Bible was

widely used for teaching purposes. Pupils were seated at long narrow wooden desks, each of which, had a

trough filled with finegrained sand, on which the scholars practised their writing and arithmetic. Once

the teacher had inspected the work, the sand was smoothed over. On occasion, the desks were pressed

into service as a tool for corporal punishment. The teacher would ring a bell, read out the sentence, lay the
miscreant across the desk then administer a few strokes of $he o t s. Schanlvheuesdvere from

10am until 3pm with a break for lunch between noon and 1pm. The school also met on Saturdays between

the hours of ten and twelve. The Academy was forced to close within a few years due to lack of finance.

Factory Schools
A number of benevolent factorywners also sponsored schools for their workers. The Glasgow Herald of
5" November 1810 carries a report informing the public fitaie West School will be opened on 6" Nov.

inst., by Mr . William Boyd in a room connected with Mr
accommodation has been granted until a proper School House can be built and f i n i .sAhfevd years

|l ater, a hew school based on 6The Lancasterian Sys
Watt Street. Introduced by Joseph Lancaster, a Quaker-(13878 8 ) , 060The Lancasterian ¢

large numbers of pupils to be taught at relatively little cost. What became of the school is unclear,
however, the former school building survived until the 1960s.

William Street Clinic

Older residents will no douk
remember the Anderston Clinic ar & ;
Nursery in William Street, whict St A ey
was located in premises original : b O e
opened in 1844 as St. Mathev [ S L
School. The old school property w: : L oy
demolished during the late 199C
and a new purposauilt clinic was
erected close to the site of tt
original building. Bearing in minc
the various church factions it i
important to note that there was
clear distinction between St.
Mat t h &skénsWilliam Street
(1837),St . Mat t h(28449

Kent Road, an&t . Mat he William Street Clinic (1968)

Mission (1853) Main Street. The property was originally o
St . Mat hewdés Free opened a Mission School on the n

formed the nucleus of Cranstonhill Free Church (1873) Hill Street (later Guest Street). The Parish
churches of St. Marks, and Anderston, combined to sponsor a school in Catherine Street. The Burgh
School, in School Wynd, was started by, or at least, sponsored by, the Provost, Bailies and Magistrates of
Anderston. Part of the Burgh Schooal still exists just off Argyle Street, attached to the BAltt&yrgh

and Parish Schools in Scotland were brought under State control when the Education Act was introduced
in 1872, making school compulsory for all children of between five and thirteen years of age.



55

R.C. Schools

The first Roman Catholic school was held in the room of a tenement in Clyde Street in 1842. For over
thirteen years this was the sole venue available to Catholic parents for the education of their children.
Ground was feued at Cranstonhill in 1856 and the 'school' was transferred to Lancefield Street. Under the
guidance of Father John Dwyer, the school was once again transferred in 1872, this time to the recently

vacated ' Mitchell ds Church’ in Cheapside Street whe
old 6Mitchell 6 building, sandwiched between tenemen
6 St . Band latterly wa8 often referredto@d he Pol i.sh Chapel 6

A new Roman Catholic school was opened in Bishop Street in 1927 and continued to serve the area until

the building was demolished forty years | ater. At o
a Pipe Band and a very healthy violin class. -@me Lord Provost of Glasgow, Jean Roberts, taught at

Bishop Street School during the 1920s, this being her first appointment on leaving Teacher Training

College.

The Girl és School attached to St. Patrick's Church
the present St . Patrickds School , was opened in 1¢
currently shared with Sandyford Nursery. Most Catholic children are expected to comi@utéhomas

Aquinas R.C. Schoa] in Whiteinch, for secondary education.

St . Pat 6s C
North Street c194647

Miss Duff was the
teacher responsible fo
ensuring the educatiol
and discipline of this
class of 39 pupils.

Non-denominational Schools

Other schools operating within the area inclutdakhington Street Primary Schoolbuilt in 1890. The
building is still standing, although of course, it ceased to be used as a school during the late 1960s.
Following closure, the building was-mpened as an Arts Centre; the property is currently derelict.

Finnieston School, opened in 1897
was situated between Elliot Street, P
Street and Stobcross Street. The sch
which  closed in 1970, ha
accommodation for both primary ar
secondary pupils.

When Cranstonhill Police Station, i
Lancefield Street closed, the form
school building served as a temporz
Police Office until the new Polic §
Station on Argyle Street, at Finniestc
was opened in 1974,

Finnieston School (Port Street

St . Mar t i n 6 s forSchildreni witH lear@ioghdiffioulties was located at 24 Hydepark Street,
near Catherine Street. In common with much of the area the building was removed during the late 1960s.
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Current Schooals:

As replacement for the three nrdenominational schools that once served the community, a new
Anderston Primary Schoolwas opened in 1972. The school, erected between what used to be Port
Street and Lancefield Street, stands near the spot once occupied by the fhans@of Cranstonhill

over a century earlier.

Following closure ofWoodside Secondary Schodl bui 't on the site of Kent Ro
Secondaryjhe only nordenominational secondary school that served the area, pupils are now required to
travel to Hillhead for secondary education.

The first dedicatedsaeliccmedium Schoolin Scotland(Sgoil Ghaidhlig Ghlaschuyas opened in the
former Woodside Schoobuilding in August 2006. It is also proposed the Woodside cafipis o b h A6
Choille)will house6 A n L o-cdnferance) theatre and ceilidh facilities.

CRANSTONHILL PuUBLIC BATHS

Situated at the western extremity of Cranston Street where it butted Elliot Street, Cranstonhill Public
Baths were opened in 1883, at a cost of A17,415. Th
78 feet in length, by 42 feet i n wib2feehlong, &yd2Bacent t «
feet wide. Included within the facility, on the balcony above the respective pools, were 37 male and 6

female private baths. Also included within the property was a Wash Hou§eS d¢r e acomiprsiag of

73 stalls.

A second Wash House with accommodation for 56 stalls was erected on Stobcross Street in 1889, at a
cost of £6,470. This building was swept away when work began on the Clydeside Expressway.

Communal meeting places are important for the devel
popular venue for women to catch up on local gossip where any hint of scandal, soon beéamathek o f

t he StRerhaps ittimore than coincidental that Tony Roper, the actor and author, who was born

and raised in Anderston, wrote the award winning plag h e S ine doubt he &as familiar with the

&Cr anst on h andits many mtar@sting dharacters.

When cracks caused by subsidence began appearing in the floor of the main pool, in 1965, Glasgow
Corporation took the decision to close both swimming pools, as repair was considered to be too
expensive. The private baths addS t e @antineed to operate until the early 1970s when the entire
Cranstonhill facility was demolished to make way f
Est at eb, now known as o6Skypark. o

Cranstonhill Public Bathsié The Steamied (1968)
The facility was opened in 1883. The swimming pools were located in the building with the five arched
windows. The Wash House was entered via the first arched doorway from the right. The low building with
the double doors on the right is the boiler house that supplied hot water to the complex. The tall building
to the extreme left is that of the current Clydeside Industrial Estate (renamed Skypark).
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Around Anderston

St . Mar kés Parish Church,

Brownfield Church, Brown Street (1953) Originally opened in 1863, this view is taken from Piccadilly
The building dates from 1835. Street.

St. Johnés Episcop Argyle Street, Anderston
Sponsored by the Houldsworth family, the chu A quiet Saturday afternoon in 1962, the photograph
was opened in 1850. The building stood on features the 6Anderston Sa)
corner of Argyle Street and Houldsworth Street. 7 property that housed the Salvation Army Citadel was
property was demolished shortly after tl situated to the right of the large van.

photograph was taken.



58

Around Anderston

~ Argyle Street, Anderston

Argyle Street c1920

The canopy to the left is
that of the Gaiety
Cinema.

North Street is on the
right. The tall spire is

t hat of St.
Church (1850).

The picture is one of a
series of postcards.

Argyle Street c1960

The low buildings featured
in the picture were the sole
remnant of cottages built
during the 18 Century.

Beneath the advertising
boards is the entrance to
the 6Bl ind

The tall building on the
right is the Neptune
Building (Pitt Street Model
Lodging House).

Argyle Street at St. Vincent Street looking west towards Finnieston c1960.
The chemist shop on the right is McLean & Gowan. On the left, situated on the corner of Elliot Street
and Argyle Street, is the Coffee Tavemrestaurant that proved popular with the workforce.
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THEN & NOW
PART FOUR

Within a space of thirty years the population of Anderston had increasedfdhitteasing from four
thousand in 1790, to over twelve thousand by 1820. The sharp increase in population was due, in part, to
the practical adaptation of James Watt's stpamer in the factories. To the original textile and pottery

industries was added that of reperks, iron foundries, shipbuilding and associated marine engineering.
Increased manufacture led to the need for more workers and before long the rural village had been
transformed into a thriving industrial town, however progress came at an extremely high cost.

The need to control environmental and social problems affecting the burgeoning district soon became
glaringly obvious. Dilapidated and overcrowded houses, raw sewage, mounting refuse and deteriorating
paths forced the inhabitants to seriously consider the need for proper building control, maintenance of
footpaths and general disposal of waste. Socially, poor health and drunkenness was an extremely serious
problem within the community. Recognising the pressing need to address the issues, the feuars of
Anderston, in 1819, expressed their desire to raise the town to burgh status.

A Charter conferring Anderston as a Burgh of Barony was granted 'oiN@&ember 1824, five long

years after the initial application had been submitted. Out of a population now approaching fifteen
thousand, less than one hundred and fifty were entitled to vote in the first election. The first Burgh

Council were elected on 28December 1824 and comprised of a Provost, three Bailies, eleven
Councillors and a Treasurer. As well as the encouragement of commerce and industry, central to the
Burgh Charter was the requirement o r
Council comprised:

Provost:
Bailies:
Councillors:

Treasurer:

Henry Houldsworth.
Robert Miller, James Miller and Angus MacAlpine.

Thomas Wright, Andrew Scott, John Gemmell, Alex Anderon,

R. Fotheringham, Joseph Taylor, William Scott, James Rutherford,
John Cowan, William Kidston and John Horn.

William Aitcheson (vho held the post of Clerk throughout the lifetime
of the Burgh.

t he

gener al

Arms of the Burgh of Anderston

The Burgh Coat of Arms was bast
on that of t he
Society, being described as a 'Salt
engrailed between a crescent in ch
and two mullets in the flank. In th
base was a |l eop
spool in its mouth, representative
weaving. Supporters were added
either side of the Arms. On one si
stood a craftsman and on the ott
stood a merchant, symbolic of hon
manufacture and commerce. On t
crest was a ship in full sa
representing foreign trade. On a scr
along the base were the wor
'ALTER ALTERIUS AUXILIO VEGET'
which translates as, 'The one
flourishes by the help of the other".

preser va.tThe first o f

peace

During the 1830s Anderston manufacturing was growing at a greater rate than that of Glasgow, but

danger

for

t he

burgh

wa s

n

the air. Fol |l owi

ng

Gl

further expansion by the city was inhibited by the surrounding towns of Calton, Gorbals and of course,
Anderston. Gone were the fields and pastures that once separated the burgh from the city. Housing and

commercial property stretched on either side of the main road joining the two communities. Mounting

health and social problems coupled to the cost of governing law and order in the Glasgow area, must have
given clear indication that sooner or later, the situation had to change.

as
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A Typhus outbreak in 1837 added to the Burgh Coun
epidemic, Andrew Jackson, a local surgeon opened a dispensary at 67 Main Street, the following year, in

1838, the Burgh Council, in preparing for future emergencies, responded by forming the Anderston

Health Board.

Ominous Signs

In 1841 the Clerk of the Glasgow Constabulary proposed that in an effort to improve efficiency and
reduce operating costs, the City of Glasgow and the Burgh of Anderston, should amalgamate their
resources. Fearing that this might be the long anticipated-€ttdnof the wedge' the Anderston
councillors summarily rejected the proposal. However, the people of the burgh didn't have to wait very
long for the inevitable. The next ominous sign was when Archie Wilson resigned his post as
Superintendent of the Anderston Police, in 1844, in favour of a similar position in Glasgow.

Intent on strengthening their position, the Anderston councillors drafted a Bill, seeking permission to
annexe the lands of Woodside, but the outcome was not in Anderston's favour. Other towns and
communities surrounding Glasgow were also inundating Parliament with Bills proposing annexing the
suburbs adjacent to their own neighbourhood. The House of Commons responded in 1845 with a warning
to resolve their issues amicably, otherwise, the Government would impose a new system of
administration. Threat of Government intervention was enough to persuade delegates from Anderston,
Calton, Gorbals and Glasgow to meet and explore possible options. After much debate it was proposed to
divide the city and its environs into sixteen Wards, each Ward being represented by three elected
councillors. Anderston was designated as the Fourteenth Ward. The proposals were reported to the
Anderston Burgh Council who rejected the plan and lodged an immediate objection. However, despite
objections, the Bill passed through Parliament in February 1846 and became law with effectfrom 27
July 1846, and so, Anderston lost its independence and was absorbed into Glasgow. Thus, the pessimistic
prophecy regarding the burgh was fulfillétt,cam' wi' a Houldsworth and it'll gang wi' a Houldsworth".

Provosts of Anderston Term of Office

Henry Houldsworth 1824- 1832
Angus McAlpine 1832- 1833
Patrick McNaught 1833- 1835
James Turnbull 1835- 1837
Henry Houldsworth 1837- 1839
James Jarvie 1839- 1842
John Miller 1842- 1843
John Houldsworth 1843- 1846

The last Provost of Anderston
John Houldsworth (18071859)

The Houldsworth family clearly had a position of influence in Anderston; as well as operating an iron

foundry and one of the largest cotton mills in the country and; they appear to have dominated the Burgh

Council, holding the office of Provost for thirteen of the burgh's twemtyyear existence. Following the

demise of the burgh, the Burgh Buildings, which stood on the west side of Warroch Street, were pressed

into service as business premises. The Anderston We
but, like most of the Burgh Records, the whereabouts of the Chain is unknown.

The Anderston Brewery and Houl dsworthédés mill v
(Courtesy of Glasgow University Special Collections)
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ANDERSTON FAIR
An interesting extract fr om t h'eFebnary 1825¢erefersad thet he We a
establishment of the Anderston Fair:

ifiln the course of the meeting it was proposed that ¢t}
Friendly Societies within the Burgh should upon the day established by the Charter

for the celebration of the Fair (10" May) accompany the Provost Magistrates and

Council at the proclaiming of the Fair. The meeting having maturely deliberated

upon this proposition they were unanimously of the opinion that it ought to be

adopted and thereby promote their real interest by an increase of members i the

Fair being a season at which the Inhabitants will be in possession of money which

they cannot dispose of more usefully than by furthering the real ends of mutual

assistance and benevolenceo.

POLICE
Prior to 1800 there was no properly managed police force operating in Glasgow. The fledgling Burgh of
Anderston passed her first Police Act off' Bay 1826, the proposals included:

ifnAn Act for regulating the police of the Burgh, and t
and others, for paving, cleansing and lighting the streets and passageways of the

district, and erecting a Court House and Jail". The Act also laid down the requirement

for "proper regulations for the apprehension and punishment of disorderly persons,

suppression of common beggars, removal of nuisances and in general the preservation

of peace and good order".

The Anderston Police Force commenced proceedings from premises at 25 McAlpine Street, erected in
1826, which they retained until the 1880s. The Police Office comprised of eight rooms complete with
prison cells. Unfortunately, | am unable to find the number of constables at this time, however records
indicate that by 1846, the police force was composed of twaxtpersonnel. Unbelievably, a report
published in 1853, suggests that the greatest number of prisoners confined at any one time was three! The
old police building in McAlpine Street, which became known as the Marine Police Office, was occupied
by D.S. Baddeley Engineering Co. prior to demolition in 1969.

The Police Act of 1843%or regulating police and burgh laws' extended the Anderston Burgh policing
boundaries to include part of Blythswood, Newtonhill (Charing Cross), Finnieston and adjacent lands.

In order to help reduce outbreaks of Typhus Fever, caused by a combination of overcrowding, poor
sanitation and contaminated water, among the many duties entrusted to the police was the responsibility

for carrying out random checks on O6Ticketed Houses:
was in order.

Cranstonhill Police Station
opened in 1870, stood on tt
west corner of Cranston Stre
and Lancefield Street.
Adjoining the Police Office
were Court Rooms situated ¢
Cranston Street and adjace
to the Courthouse was a Fi
Station.

Cranstonhill Police Statiol
closed in 1970 and tempora
accommodation was found i
the former Finnieston Schoao
New Police Offices, built or
the corner of Argyle Stree
and Finnieston Street, wel |
completed and  formally
opened on 25April 1974.

Cranstonhill Police Station and Court Rooms (1970)
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6TROUBLE atM1 L L6

Without doubt the most infamous crime perpetrated in Anderston during the 1830s was the shooting of a
cottonrspinner in Clyde Street (Clydeferry Street). The incident took place 2@ 1837, as John
Smith, an Irishman employed in the Cheapside Mill of Henry Houldsworth, was walking along Clyde
Street when a shot rang out and Smith fell to the ground mortally wounded.

Trouble had been brewing among the copmners for some time. They had been subjected to falling

wages caused by a downturn in the textile business. In an effort to protect tharkédls'The Glasgow

Association of Operative Cotton-spinners' was formed. They saw their role as being similar to that of a

modern Trades Uni on. Unfortunately, the Associati on
strike the previous year (1836).

During the dispute of 1837, the mdlvners, eager to protect their interests and profits, began employing

Irish labourers who were not too concerned about breaking the strike and were willing to accept low

wages. When added to the cotigpinners feelings of resentment, frustration and frayed tempers, this was

a surefire recipe for trouble. On the day of the shooting, Smith, an Irish 'black leg', who had broken the

piquetline at Houldsworth's Mill in Cheapside Street, had been walking along Clyde Street when he was

shot in the back. Apparently Smith was a rather unsavoury character and a known troublemaker. He had

recently been accused of assaulting a female. Whether the incident with the woman was connected to the
shooting or not is wuncl ear-spihromwerverAs §d oieatliecande rvee re
and charged with a variety of offences ranging from subversive activities to murder.

The subsequent trial was of enormous interest within the community and beyond. At the end of-the eight
day trial the following sentence was passed on the five accused:

i The L or-@lerk and ltoid €@nmissioners of Justiciary, in respect of the

aforementioned verdict, discern and adjudge the said Thomas Hunter, Peter Hacket,

Richard McNeil, James Gibb and William McLean, panels, to be transported beyond

seas for the period of seven years from this date, and that under the provisions and

certifications contained in the Acts of Parliament made thereanent, and ordain them

to be detained in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, till rer

Despite a verdict of O6Not Provend of murder, t he fi
however they were released after spending three years aboard ashijson the Thames. Interestingly,

the seven witnesses for the prosecution received a share of the £500 reward offered for information that

led to the arrest of the accused. The fact the witnesses were also offered the choice of free passage to

either Australia or Canada suggests that it was advisable they not only make themselves scarce, but that

they should also leave the country.

&5 =

The tall building is a typical 18 Century Weaving Mill (Cheapside Street, 1969)
When the weaving industry came to an end the building was pressed into service as a warehouse.
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THE FIRE BRIGADE
Cranstonhill  Fire Statior
was erected on the easte
corner of Port Street an
Cranston Street in 1859. Tt
Station was  originally
equipped with two Fire
fighting appliances, eac
pulled by two horses. Th
facility comprised of a twc
bay engine room on th
level with Cranston Stree
On the lower level, accesse
via a courtyard in Por
Street, were stables for tt
four horses and living
accommodation for twelve
fire fighters. In later year:
the area above the applian =
bays was converted t
provide accommodation fa
the duty firemen

1)

A

&5

=
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Cranstonhill Fire Station, date unknown, possibly c1920

The Cheapside Street Fire

With the collapse of the cotton industry many of the old weaving mills were converted into warehouses,
and in such a tightly packed community it seemed inevitable that a disaster would strike, and that is
exactly what happened when, orf"2@larch 1960, a former cotton mill, in Cheapside Street, converted
into a bonded warehouse, caught fire. The fire was first noticed at around 7.00pm and within a short
period of time the building was ablaze and rapidly getting out of control. Fire appliances from all over
Glasgow rushed to the scene, and before that night was over, many of-flghféss had lost their lives.

About 9pm the building was rocked by an unexpected explosion, causing a section of the wall to collapse
on top of three fire appliances, trapping firemen beneath the rubbldighiters risked their lives in vain
attempts to rescue their trapped colleagues. The battle to control the inferno continued throughout the
long cold night and into the early hours of the following morning. It took until tfeM&kch before the

bodies of all the fire fighters were recovered. The total cost in human life was nineteenfaaaeen
Firemen and five members of the Salvage Corps.

The people of Anderston owe
their lives and homes to th
bravery of all those involve(
in tackling the blaze. | recal
t he owner of

shop, on Stobcross Street, ne
the corner of Piccadilly Stree
placing large empty swee
jars, on a box, outside his sh¢
with a simple notice stating
AFor the rela
Fi r e méMithin. a short
period of time numerous jar

with  contributions  ranging =
< M
from the sch

penny to the- Cranstonhill Fire Station (1969)
shilling note.

Cranstonhill Fire Station was closed in 1970 and a new Fire Station to serve the area was opened, one
mile away, at Kelvinhaugh. Perhaps mindful of the tragic fires that had bedevilled Anderston during the
1960s, when the Anderston Commercial Centre, situated between Pitt Street and Blythswood Street, was
opened in 1970 a fully operational Shle Station was sited within the complex. However, the- Sub
Station was closed within a decade and responsibility for the area was again transferred to the new Fire
Station at Kelvinhaugh.
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BURIAL GROUNDS

There were three Burial Grounds in Anderston; the Burial Yard on North Street, adjacent to which, was
the church buryinground of Anderston Old (Heddle Place), and finally there was the Burial Yard
attached to St. Markés in Cheapside Street.

The old burial yard in North Street, divided by a wall, was known as North and South Woodside Burial
Ground. One notable interred therein was Alexander Findlater, Supervisor of Excise in Dumfries and a
friend of Robert Burns. The poet based the character of the Exciseman with wHD®'itfteanced awa'

on Findlater. Recognising the association with Burns, the Sandyford Burns Club erected a memorial stone
over Findlater's resting place, in 1923.

John Stobo, a draper, who erected the first house in Anderston in 1721, was the first person to be interred
in the Burial Yard of Anderston Relief Church. Also buried here were the first three ministers called to
Anderston- James Neill, James Stewart and Gavin Struthers. Othersolegdt in the churchyard

included James Monteith a weaver, and William Gillespie admeni nt er . Al so buried he
James Flemingé an el der of Anderston U. P. (Heddl e
mur der . I nterred in the burial ground adjacent t o

Love, minister of the church that originally stood on the site and of whom Lovedale, South Africa was
named; Daniel McPhail, commander of the first steamship, the Comet; Dr. Jamieson, originator of the
Dictionary of the Scottish Languagend James Macfarlan, poet.

In 1966 the mortal remains of the early Anderstonians were removed from their resting places in the
buri al grounds at Heddl e Pl ace, Nort h -irfetredéne t |, and
Sections 22 and 26 at Linn Park Cemetery. This gruesome task gave rise to many stories. There was
supposedly someone who believed that they would be reincarnated as a horse, so he asked to be buried in

an upright position thus enabling him to gallop away! There were also stories of jewellery and other
valuable items buried with the dead. Whatever the truth might be everything was removed to Linn Park.
Ornately inscribed headstones that remained unclaimed were smashed to pieces and used for building
rubble. Only two memorial stones were claimed, and of course, they can be seen at Linn Park Cemetery.

One of the memorials saved was that of Alexander Findlater, the Exciseman, who was immortalised by
Robert Burns.

Buchananodos 6Bl ack

Horse and Cart (1969)
Once a common sight on the streets of Anders

Argyle Street (1969)
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Around Anderston

Argyle Street from Finnieston Cross looking east ¢1900
The thoroughfare to the |l eft is Claremont Street. Toward
Finnieston Police Office has replaced the buildings to the immediate right.

The Stewart Memorial Fountain, Kelvingrove Park (1969)
The University of Glasgow is in the background.



66

Around Anderston
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The Salvation Army Headquarters, Cranstonhill (February 2006)
Part of Anderston Kelvingrove Parish Church can be seen to the left.
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MODEL L ODGING HOUSES

Up wuntil the early 1960s anyone travelling along A
beggars and tramps wandering the streets of Anders
locally astModel | er sd6 were residents of one of the many
locality.

Rapid industrial development during the nineteenth century made it necessary to draw up regulations
aimed at addressing the dreadful hygiene, sanitary and building problems that existed within the district.
The regulations also required that accommodation be provided for those persons who were described as
ithe dregs of the cityo.

The first Lodging Houses appeared in Anderston dur
capable of accommodating up to three hundred persons was opened at 28 McAlpine Street. Before long a
number of other such facilities were established within the district. The Carrick Street Lodging House,

opened in 1853, was capable of accommodating upto finety e e women. Anot her & Mode
in Hydepark Street in 1879, followed by Pitt Street in 1906 and the Argyle Boarding House (Brown

Street) in 1931. Most of the Lodging Houses were for occupancy by men, with the exception of the
aforementioned premises in Carrick Street, which was reserved for females.

Property erected on the corner of Pitt Street and Argyle Street designed by the eminent architect, Dr. Peter

Mc Gr egor Chal mer s, was known as the O6Neptune Buil
building was adorned with lowelief sculptures of sea creatures. Originally opened as a bank, with
warehouse accommodati on on the wupper l evel s, t he b

Mo d e | Lodging Houseb.

Two O6Working Menbs Hote
the district, both opent
was | ocated in Clydefer:
Hot el 6, which | ater cha
Hot el 6, was situated i

establishments provided a better level of accommodz
than that offered by the Model Lodging Houses.

A combination of misfortune, illness and alcohol misi
often resulted in people ending their days in a Mc
Lodging House. One case in point is that of Jim Higg
Bantamweight Champion and three times winner of 1 |
Lonsdale Belt who was reduced to ending his days ir
Popular Hotel. He was found dead one morning i
nearby Pend at 327 Argyle Street.

The Exhibition Hotel, Clydeferry Street c1962

Of the nineteen Model Lodging Houses, which at one time operated in Glasgow, seven were located in
Anderston, all within a stonglrow of each other. The last Model Lodging House to operate in the area
was Laidlaw House situated at 95 Cheapside Street and capable of accommodating 239 people. Although
the facility was built during the 1970s, the project closed during the spring of 2002 and the site was
cleared to make way for new developments that were more in keeping with the waterfront regeneration
programme.



68

Anderston

THEN & NOW
PART FIVE

JAMES WATT
Ground on the south side of Anderston Walk was feued from John Orr in 1748 on which the Delftfield
Pottery, the first factory of its kind in Scotland, was established. The pottery was named after the Dutch
town of Delft, famous for its pottery, @ D e | f .tAecass t® the Delftfield Pottery, which stood near
the Clyde, was via a long narrow lane leading from Anderston Walk. The partners of the firm, which
specialised in the production of fine earthenware, were Robert Finlay, Patrick Nesbit and two brothers,
Laurence and Robert Dinwiddie. In later years the partnership was joined by Hugh Niven, of whom,
David Niven, the welknown film actor of recent years was a direct descendent.

The Dinwiddies brought potters from London to train the Ic
workforce in pottery manufacture. Following lengthy legal dispt
the Delftfield began producing large quantities of delftware, wi
were sold for export. The business continued to trade under th
of the Delftfield Pottery until around 1823, when the firm mer;
with the Caledonian Pottery whose business name they ad
when they moved to the | atte

An exam p-Ie of Delftware

In 1763, while employed by the University as a mathematical instrument maker, James Watt and his wife
(Margaret Miller) took up residence in a small mandionse in Delftfield Lane. Whilst history

remembers Watt as being mainly associated with steam engines, he took an active interest in the

Del ftfield Pottery where he became a business part

formula he invented for the production of creamware. Watt maintained his investment in the Delftfield
Pottery until his death in 1819.

If there is any credence to the story that, in 1765, Watt had inspiration for hiscsiadenser from

watching a kettle boil, then it is quite reasonable to speculate that he may have found his motivation

whil st at his home in Delftfield Lane. The I ndustri
condenser, which i mproved the practical working eff
removed in 1848 when Delftfield Lane was widened to form the street that now bears his name.

James Wattds House, Del ftfield Lane, just pr
The above reproduction is of a painting by Wi/l

BUCHANITES

Elspeth Simpson gained employment as servant to the owners of the Delftfield Pottery and, in 1760,
married John Buchan, one of the potters employed by the firm. Within a few years she began having
strange dreams and religious visions. In 1784, based on the conviction of her religious hallucinations, she
founded a sect that became knownéa$ h e B u cShea desetted ed husband and, gathering her
followers, moved to Irvine, before finally settling at Thornhill, Dumfriesshire, where they lived as a
commune. Before she died, in May 1791, Elspeth Buchan announced that she was the reincarnation of the
Virgin Mary, promising that following her death, she would return again to lead her followers. Not
surprisingly, she never fulfilled her promise. The leaderless sect dispersed soon after her demise.
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THE NAPIERS

The history of Clyde shipbuilding is inextricably linked with that of two cousins, David and Robert
Napier. David was accredited as being the inventor
on the Clyde'.

David Napier opened a foundry at Camlachie in 1814 and when he procured the Vulcan Foundry, which
stood at the foot of Washington Street, he decided to relocate to Anderston. Four years later (1818), his
cousin, Robert, acquired the Camlachie property. In 1821 David Napier purchased Lancefield, a portion
of land that lay between Hydepark and Lancefield Streets, from Anne Gillespie. (Anne married James, a
member of the Gillespie family who at one time owned Wellfield Mansion). David Napier erected an
extensive engine and boiler works known as the Lancefield Foundry; he also constructed a tidal basin on
the riverside to accommodate ships requiring repai.l
was the only dry dock in Glasgow until the Kingston Dock was opened in 1867. On the northern portion
of his property, Napier erected a small mansion, which he called Lancefield House, and it was in this
residence that most of his family were born. Among his many engineering successes were the main
engine castings of the first steamship, the Comet (1812).

After honing his engineering skills at the Camlachie FounBighert Napier moved, in 1828, to take

over his cousinsd Vulcan Foundry in Washington Str
being the best engineer on the Clyde. Ably assisted by his works manager, David Elder, whom he had
employed in 1821, Robert Napier-eguipped the Vulcan Works with heavy tools suitable for the
manufacture of large engines. When his cousin David moved to London in 1835, Robert purchased the
Lancefield Foundry and the mansion of Lancefield became his permanent residence.

Lancefield House was the setting for a meeting that laid the foundation of what is arguably the most

famous shipping line in the world. On"13uly 1839, a breakfast meeting was arranged between Robert

Napier, James Donaldson, George Burns and a Canadian, Samuel Cunard. By the time the meeting had

drawn to a close Napier had secured the contract to supply the engines that would power the new shipping

lines vessels. Cunard proposed the new shipping line should bec&led t i sh and North Ameri c
Mai |l St eam P a oanhresuch@demgthy title é is little surprise that the company was eventually
dubbed 6Cunar do.

Interestingly, in the early days of stegrower the funnels of vessels were painted in the colours of the

engine builder, both as a tribute and as a distinguishing mark. And so, the funnels of the first ships of the

newly established Cunard Line were painted in the red and black of Robert Napier. As a fitting memorial

the Cunard Line still displays Napierds colours on

The Glasgow Examiner of T6October 1847 provides an interesting insight into the working
environment at the Vulcan and Lancefield Works. The article reads:

AThe works are admirably conducted, the machines are
them were constructed within the works, and of a description to be found nowhere else.

They are kept in first-rate order, and everyone about the extensive works seems perfectly

master of his department. The only noise is that of the machines and hammers, not an idle,

much less and improper word is heard. The men are respectful to strangers, and all being

at their work. Many of them have high wagesé. . 0

Many of the great engineers wt
plied their trade on the Clyd
began their careers with Robe
Napier before going on to
achieve fame in the shipbuildin
industry. Included in the lis |
were such notables as Charl
Randolph and David Eldel g&&
founder of
On Randol phoés

William Pearce who wa: 8
manager of Nap E&
into partnership at Fairfields; h
became the sole partner and, li
Napier, he did much to enhanc ©
the reputation

Napier Brothers Windlass & Engine Works
Hydepark Street (1969)



70

The Napierdés were a family of engineering innovator
which was situated near the Vulcan Works in Washington Street; it was James Napier who invented the

tubular boiler in 1830David Napier died in 1869 in London. Robert Napier passed away in his-eighty

sixth year, on 28 June 1876, at West Shandon, on the Clyde. The Napiers played a tremendous role not

only in the employment and growth of Anderston, but in enhancing the reputation of Glasgow and the

Clyde. The letteringNapi er 6s Hydepar k Wirandainadksciearly wighlenoa thgvextekos 6

of the companyds Hydepark Street building until the

TobD & MACGREGOR

David Tod and John MacGregor entered David Napiero6s
when he relocated to Lancefield. When the duo set up business on their own account in 1833, Napier

offered to sell them his Lancefield Works as he was considering moving to London. The partners
preferred to start on a smaller scale and opened a
Mac Gregor Engineerso. The partners opened the 06CI yc
works which stood on the west side of Warroch Street. Four years later, just opposite Lancefield Dock,

they constructed their first iron ship. With little space for expansion the business transferred to
Meadowside, Partick, in 1844. Perhaps the-kestvn ship produced by the company was ¢he a d y

Ny a bulit@t the request of David Livingstone and destined to sail the Zambezi.

CLYDEBANK

In 1828 Robert Napier brought James and George Thomson into his employment. The two brothers set up
in business on their own, in 1847, establishing the Clyde Bank Foundry at 169 Finnieston Street. They
moved to the south of the river five years later, eventually relocating to a new site further down river in
1871 which, they called Clyde Bank, after the name of their original premises at Finnieston. The shipyard
gave its name to the Burgh of Clydebank that grew up around the works. This company was the embryo
of the once worldamous shipbuilders, John Brown & Co. of Clydebank.

BARCLAY CURLE

John Barclay feued ground at Stobcross in 1818 where he opened a shipyard. He constructed two small

slips capable of accommodating vessels of up to two hundred tons. His son, Robert, inherited the property

in 1845, and was later joined by Robert Curle and James Hamilton. The designation of the company was
changed to 6Barclay Curle & Company?d. Recognising t
side of the business. In particular he secured extensive orders for the repair of American built vessels

thus, managing to keep the Stobcross slips busy. The launch of a five hundred ton, woodendsiif, they

of GI airsl@48wpdoved to be an event of such importance that a public holiday was declared. The
6Clyde Trusteesd purchased the Stobcross yard whe
Clydeholm in 1855. Robert Barclay was the first pr
position he held for two years.

L OCOMOTIVES

Walter Montgomerie Neilson, born in 1819, was the founder of the Hydepark Locomotive Works. Details
surrounding the formation of the company are obscure, but Neilson must have demonstrated considerable
enterprise, at the tender age of seventeen, he is
whose premises were in McAlpine Street. The McAlpine Street property was retained for offices, while

the works section of the firm appears to have been in operation at Hydepark Street in 1837. It is unclear if
Neilson combined the dual role of partner and apprentice with the firm, even less is known of his partner,
James Mitchell, other than that he was connected with the Camlachie foundry in 1848.

The name Neilson & Company fir
appears in 1837, when the firm a
recorded as having an engine works
the west side of Hydepark Street, near
Clyde, with a boiler yard in Finniesto
Street. The company concentrated tt
efforts on producing stationary ar
marine engines; in time they beg:
specialising in the manufacture
locomotives. The first locomotive rolle
off the production line at Hydepark Stre
in 1843. Unfortunately, little technice
detail is known of the locomotive.

Part of Neilsonb6s engine w
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Shortly after the appointment of Henry Dubs as works manager in 1858, the firm, unable to find space for
expansion, moved their locomotive production to Springburn. Dubs was given full responsibility for the

|l ayout of the new premises, which retained the nam
equipment from Anderston must have been quite an attraction. -Hiera® wagons assisted by large

gangs of employees pulling on ropes hauled the machinery from Hydepark Street all the way to
Springburn. Neilson retired from active involvement with the Hydepark Works in 1872. In 1903 the firm

became known as Neilson, Reid & Co. and in time amalgamated with two other locomotive
manufacturers to become the O6North British Locomot:i
was the largest locomotive builders in Europe, employing in excess of eight thousand workers. During

almost sixtyyears of existence the company produced over 28,000 locomotives; many of the engines
exported are still in service today. The N.B. Loco closed during the early 1960s.

THE ALLAN LINE

The story of the Allan Line is really the story of shipping between Scotland and Canada. Founded by
Captain Alexander Allan in 1820, the Allan Line were pioneers of transatlantic trade. Alexander Allan
worked so closely with the British and Canadian authorities, it was once said that the prosperity of
Canada was the prosperity of the Allan Line and-vieesa.

As well as operating the first steel ships to sail the Atlantic, the Allan Line owned the first turbine
powered liners built for commercial ferry service to Canada. At one time the fleet was composed of thirty
wooden sailing ships, sixteen iron sailing ships, feigght iron steamers and seven steel steamers, a
grand total of one hundred and one vessels.

When Alexander Allan died in 1854 the business was inherited by his five sons. Hugh and Andrew ran
the Canadian office of the company in Montreal. Bruce looked after the operation in Liverpool, while
James and Alexander managed the Glasgow headquarters. Hugh received a knighthood in 1871.

Al'l ands Hall s

Alexander, the youngest of the Allan family, was a member of Wellington Street Church. When he heard

of the difficulties facing the Missiemorkers in Anderston, he offered to fund a building containing

several halls and meeting rooms. The building, which was erected at 185 Stobcross Street on the eastern
corner of Lancefield Street, became known appropri
the OHallsd in thei rmMApriblBg2 Whldt enc preldnged musineds wur doiroadd on 2
Managed by Wellington Church, the building proved to be a wonderful facility fulfilling its intended role

in serving the people of Anderston. The name of the
was sol d, at a favourable price, to Glasgow Battal
later sold to Scottish Opera who occupied the premises during its last few years, prior to demolition in

1968. James Allan also erected a set of Mission Halls, on a smaller scale, in Piccadilly Street.
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Stobeross Streel, Anderston
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Stobcross Street 1920
Tommy Liptonds first shop is on the right
This once thriving thoroughfare is now part of the Clydeside Expressway
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THOMAS LIPTON

On 10" May 1871, at the age of twenbne, Thomas Lipton opened his first grocery shop, at 101
Stobcross Street and from humble beginnings in Anderston, Lipton, the family grocer, went on to build a
multi-million pound empire. A combination of reasonable prices and advertising promotions helped

ensure his success. One of his advertising gimmicks
led through the streets of Anderston, and to guarantee maximum impact the pigs were taken a different
route each day. The animals haldomaomemy wdy i xedLi pt
best place in town for baconbo

Liptonds business acumen was sO0 astute that within
shop at Elderslie Street and then a warehouse in Lancefield Street. The story is told that when
interviewing prospective employees Lipton would choose the candidate with the smallest hands as he
maintained that one pound of butter appeared greater in quantity when held in a smaller hand.

In later years Lipton was very philanthropic especially towards deserving causes; he was also a great
yachting enthusiast who, on a number of occasions, represented Britain in sailing competitions against
America. He became so popular with the Americans that they presented him with a trophy in 1930, which
became the o6Lipton Trophydéd. Thomas Lipton was knigh
the age eightywo, he left his massive collection of yachting trophies to the City of Glasgow.

CRIMEA SIMPSON

Born in Carrick Street, Anderston, on28ctober 1823, William Simpson showed great promise as an

artist from an early age. Simpson was working for Day & Sons, London, when the Crimean War broke

out in 1854, his employers were approached by Colnaghe and Sons who proposed sending an artist to the
Crimea to record a series of sketches of the conflict. The assignment was offered to Simpson and in
accepting the job be became the first person to be commissioned as a war artist-Nsyvenidher

Simpson was in Balaclava where he witnessed the disastrous campaign from then until the fall of
Sebastopol . It was his many sketches of the Cri me
Si mpsond.

Simpson was sent to India in 1858 to record the events of the Indian Mutiny. Three years later, he
returned home to Glasgow, with the intention of having his sketches published. He compiled 250 sketches
of his experiences, placing the work in the hands of his employers when disaster struck, the firm went
bankrupt and Simpsonds drawings were impounded as p

Simpson found employment as an artist withdhel | u st r at e dand histirstoassighneentsv@s to
sketch the wedding of the Czarewitch of Russia (Alexander IIl) to Princess Dagnar of Denmark in 1866.
The following year he was in Jerusalem sketching archaeological work. He travelled to Abyssinia in
1868, then on to Egypt where he recorded the opening of the Suez Canal. He journeyed to Paris to cover
the FrenchGerman war of 187J1. On leaving France he travelled to China, Japan, then on to America,
where he sketched the suppression of the Modoc Indians. He returned to India in 1875 and two years later
he was in Troy, Ephesus and Mycenae. He accompanied Sir Samuel Brown through the Khyber Pass
during the Afghan Campaign. Simpson was elected a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society in 1875.

Despite all his world travel William Simpson never forgot his hc
city. Summing up a book of sk
hesadfiDoi ng these pictures has
to me. | might say it has renewed my youth and | have felt like ¢
again in the streets of my native town. | have found myself wit
attachment to the spot, but what spot could compare to the pla
which one has been born and brought up? | love the place itse
Mungob6s name meant O6Dear Friz¢
has always been associated with that feeling towards it, and to
dear friend (Glasgow) | dedicate these drawings with the-kreivn
words-Let Gl asgow Fl ourisho.

William Simpsonds | ast few v
memories and sketches of his early life in Glasgow. He died in .
shortly after completing the

In recognition of his association with Anderston, Crimea Street
Balaclava Street were named in his memory. William Simpson, c1898
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WILLIAM QUARRIER

William Quarrier, founder of O6Quarrierébés Homesd at
on 29" September 1829. The Quarrier family were no strangers to poverty and hardship; William was

barely five years old when his father, a shipyard worker, died of Cholera. Finding it difficult to make ends

meet , Williambs mot her brought her three children t
and repairing garments. At the age of seven, William was working twelve hours a day in a factory. The
youngster eventually found employment as an apprentice shoemaker to a Mrs Hunter, who owned a shop

on the south side of Argyle Street, a little to the west of Oswald Street. Mrs Hunter, a devout Christian,
undoubtedly left a lasting impression on the young Quarrier that was to stand him in good stead for the

rest of his life. Aware that Quarrier had no church connection, she invited him attend services at
Blackfriars Baptist Church. Quarrier was challenged by the-kvedivn Gospel verse of John 3:16, and

converted to the Christian life.

As the years passed, Quarrier and his mother were able to afford the rent of a small simply furnished
house in Alston Street, in the village of Grahamston. In 1852, at the age of-tivesgtyQuarrier opened

his first shop, which stood at the top of Piccadilly Street. Being a conscientiousatiérstobbler his
business prospered and before long he was operating a chain -géghiveshops throughout Glasgow.
Quarrier married Isabella Hunter, daughter of his former employer“dde2ember 1856, at 5 Douglas
Street, Anderston. Both William and his new wife, who raised four children of their own, were destined to
live long and happy lives together.

Passing through the poorer areas of the city at night, Quarrier was deeply disturbed and challenged by the

sights he witnessed. He observed children sleeping in doorways and closes, anywhere that offered a
modicum of shelter. Troubled by what he saw, with the support of his wife, he began planning a home for
orphans and abandoned children. His first venture was in organising the boys who earned a living
polishing boots in Glasgowf6s railway stations. He
Brigadebo. Using his own finances he acquired premi
with a basic education. But Quarrier knew his efforts were only scratching the surface of a much deeper

social problem, his vision was much greater than what he had achieved this far. He believed that
abandoned children needed more than just shethety needed a safe and caring family environment. In

a letter to the Glasgow Herald he outlined his vision for the care of vulnerable young people stating that

he had no faith in institutions that were inflexible and ruled with a rigorous uniformity which only served

to erode the individuality of those in its care. His ambition was to establish a home with a stable family
environment where each individual would be cared fo

Quarrier continued rounding up waifs and strays and by
early 1870s he had establ
Homesé throughout the <cit
fulfiled. When a farm, near Bridge of Weir, came on !
market, Quarrier decided to submit an offer for the prope
He estimated that it would cost in the region of £20,00!
realise his project. When asked where he was going to
such a huge amount of money, undeterred, Quarrier ref
AThis is a | arge amount,
Fat her tAad ss, evithdodly a few helpers and
steadfast faith in God, he forged ahead. His faith
conviction were rewarded when the foundation stone of
proposed homes was laid at Bridge of Weir, ofi E@bruary
1877. By September of the following year, the long awa
day arrived- the first of two cottages were opened. F¢
years later an anonymous benefactor donated mone
Quarrier requesting that
Anderston Homed6é and that . ‘
children from that area. = i St Vo iy
Homesd was the habitat of William Quarrier 18291903
community, which comprised thirty cottages, a schoo

church and a farm.

N

The success of Quarrierds Homes is impossible to me
young people have benefited from Wi lliam Quarrierds
16"Oct ober 1903, William Quarrier was honoured all 0
caring for children6é. The work of Quarrierb6és Homes

had a great faith.
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ELIzA JANE AIKMAN

Eliza Jane Aikman was born in Edinburgh off' 24ay 1852. When she was four years of age her family
moved to Anderston where her father, the Rev. John Logan Aikman, was appointed colleague and
eventual successor to Dr. Gavin Struthers of Anderston U.P. Church (Heddle Place). Eliza Jane was the
eldest of a family of four, two boys and two girls. Her mother was plagued by ill health, which meant
Eliza had to bear the load of the everyday household chores.

Her father the Rev. J.L. Aikman was one of the leac
ministers of his day and a highly respected citizen, \
devoted much time and effort in philanthropic causes. V
such a background it was inevitable that Eliza would :
become immersed in church work. As well as helping ot
the Sunday School and other church organisations, |
ventured into social work within the neighbourhood, wh
she was already a familiar figure. Her firtnd knowledge
of poverty and social conditions prevalent in Anders
gave her valuable insight into many of the problems fac
working class and undgrivileged families.

During her time as Probationary Officer for Cranstonhill ¢
laid foundations in care work that were to make tt
influence felt throughout the city. In 1895 she becam

me mber of t he 6Chil dreno

Parish Council & whose dut

and deserted children. The welfare of children was cel

t o El i zads heart and s h

. . inspiration behind the6 Gl asgow | nfant

Eliza Jane Aikman 18521929 Associati 6mée, 6Green Ladies
Mi ss Ail kmanés health began failing from 1925 wunti

difficult years although her strength was deserting her she continued to carry out impeccably the
numerous duties associated with the post of secret a
she was presented with a Burgess Ticket which statedli ss Ai kman having paid her fr
admitted a Burgess and Guild Sister of the Burgh qua Weaver, and accordingly entitled to all the civil rights

and privileges by | aw belonging to a free citizeno.

Eliza Jane Aikman was held in very high regard throughout Anderston, and at her memorial service,
many who had never set foot beyond a church door, came to pay their last respects to this remarkable
lady. Those who knew and worked with Miss Aikman commeritedas not so much what she did, but

what she was that made her so special".

Anderston Old, Heddle Place
This fine old property was erected on the site of the first church in Anderston.
The building was removed in 1966 to allow construction of the Kingston Bridge and Motorway



